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| While some people were speaking about how the temple
was adorned with costly stones and votive offerings, he
i said, "““All that you see here-the days will come when

! there will not be left a stone upon another stone that will
not be thrown down."

Wl

The Signs of the End. Then they asked him, "Teacher, when will this happen?
And what sign will there be when all these things are about to happen?" * He
answered, “See that you not be deceived, for many will come in my name, saying,
'T am he,' and ‘The time has come.' Do not follow them! When you hear of wars
and insurrections, do not be terrified; for such things must happen first, but it will
not immediately be the end." Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom. There will be powerful earthquakes, famines, and
plagues from place to place; and awesome sights and mighty signs will come from
the sky.

The Coming Persecution. "Before all this happens, however, they will seize and
persecute you, they will hand you over to the synagogues and to prisons, and they
will have you led before kings and governors because of my name. It will lead to
your giving testimony. Remember, you are not to prepare your defense beforehand,
for I myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking that all your adversaries will be
powerless to resist or refute. You will even be handed over by parents, brothers,
relatives, and friends, and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by
all because of my name, but not a hair on your head will be destroyed. By your
perseverance you will secure your lives. This is the temple known as the Second
Temple in Jerusalem where Jesus became a little upset and "Turned Tables™ and
cleaned the temple. It was renovated by no other than...King Herod. Everyone
wants to be a King. Why did he rebuild? If you name some of the tables that we
were asked to pray forgiveness for, you are correct.

Gain favor with Jewish subjects- POWER Establish political and religious
authority, Herod aimed to remake Jerusalem into a city worthy of a great king,
with buildings that could rival the architectural achievements of Rome and Athens.
GREED, PRIDE Stimulate the economy, the massive project required a large
workforce, and the presence of pilgrims coming to see the temple created a boom
in businesses and jobs in Jerusalem. WEALTH Showcase a blend of cultures with
the Greeks and Romans The stones of the temple were enormous, with the largest
stones measuring up to 67 feet long, 7 feet high, and 9 feet wide, weighing many
tons.
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The stones were fitted together without mortar and were a key feature of the
temple's grandeur. The smallest stones weighed between 2 and 5 tons. Today's
large SUVs weigh about 2.7 to 3 tons. The temple area was approximately 36 acres
(about half the area of a large shopping mall). They looked at the temple and
thought this must be the dwelling place of God, how could majesty like this be
anything less? But then, by giving them a glimpse of things to come, Jesus
reshapes their worldview from one that tries to find God in hollow human
achievement that everybody thinks is going to last forever, but doesn't even survive
a generation and changes that worldview, instead into a faith that trusts in God,
even when all of the institutions are breaking apart and the world is breaking too in
every conceivable way. The temple was destroyed during the First Jewish-Roman
War, during a monthlong siege by breaching the temple walls with fire. Internal
civil strife weakens the Jews' defense. Just 40 years after Jesus' prediction, and six
years after the whole complex was completed.

That temple was the center of Jewish religious life from the days of Solomon, that
was the only place where sacrifices could be offered. If there were no temple, you
could offer no sacrifices. That was the dwelling place of God, the Almighty who
dwells in all the Heaven and Earth. So, this was not just like an architectural
wonder of the world, or the capital of a once great nation whose annihilation Jesus
predicted, this was the symbol of the believer's access to God.

The Signs of the End. Then they asked him, "“Teacher, when will this happen? And
what sign will there be when all these things are about to happen?" He answered,
“See that you not be deceived, for many will come in my name, saying, 'l am he,’
and ‘The time has come.' Do not follow them! When you hear of wars and
insurrections, do not be terrified; for such things must happen first, but it will not
immediately be the end." Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom. " There will be powerful earthquakes, famines, and
plagues from place to place; and awesome sights and mighty signs will come from
the sky.

Spiritual and social signs:

Deception: The rise of false prophets or messiahs who deceive many.

Wars and conflict: An increase in wars, rumors of wars, and ethnic or national
conflicts.

Persecution: The persecution and killing of believers for their faith.

Lawlessness and hate: A rise in wickedness, betrayal, and hatred, where the love
of many grows cold. Decline in morals: An increase in sin and a general decline in
moral behavior. Natural and environmental signs
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= Famines: Widespread hunger and food shortages.

. Pestilence: The spread of diseases and epidemics.
Earthquakes: An increase in the frequency and severity of
earthquakes.

Other natural disasters: Other signs can include "fearful
sights™ in the heavens, great storms, and other calamities.

The Coming Persecution. "Before all this happens, however, they will seize and
persecute you, they will hand you over to the synagogues and to prisons, and they
will have you led before kings and governors because of my name. It will lead to
your giving testimony. Remember, you are not to prepare your defense beforehand,
for I myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking that all your adversaries will be
powerless to resist or refute. You will even be handed over by parents, brothers,
relatives, and friends, and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by
all because of my name, but not a hair on your head will be destroyed. By your
perseverance you will secure your lives.

Most of the apostles were martyred either before or during the period of the
Second Temple destruction period, with one exception, John the Apostle, who
lived until around 98 AD.

Maintain composure: Instead of being overcome by fear, Jesus advises his
followers to remain calm and free from anxiety, as the suffering they face is not the
end of the story.

Depend on divine wisdom: He promises that during times of persecution, God will
provide the words and wisdom needed to respond, so followers should not worry
about how to speak or what to say. Stand firm: The ultimate message is one of
perseverance and hope, assuring believers that that those who endured the end will
be saved, and not a hair on their head will perish.

Jesus' predictions in Luke 21 are considered by many to be highly accurate,
particularly regarding the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in A.D. 70,
which was fulfilled with remarkable precision within the lifetime of his hearers.
Some scholars view the prophecy as having both a near-term fulfiliment (the
destruction of Jerusalem) and a longer-term, “already/not yet" fulfillment
concerning the end times.
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