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It is with great Joy and celebration that we gather this weekend. It is good and fitting that 
we pause to celebrate all that God has done and is doing through us. This weekend as we 
celebrate St Peter Claver is an opportunity to reflect on his life of humble service to the Af-
rican peoples as they were brought to the Americas and how he touched their lives in their 
suffering. 
 
This weekend, on September 8th we join with Divine Word Missionaries around the world 
as we begin the celebrations of our Jubilee year. This Jubilee Year of our foundation as the 
Society of the Divine Word is a great blessing and truly a cause for celebration to see 
where we have come and how we have evolved as a worldwide, and the largest missionary 
congregation in the church after 150 years. Too often we fail to remember, or out of humil-
ity we fail to celebrate and bear witness to the mighty ways God has used us as a Mission-
ary Society to not only spread the goodness to a hurting world, but to touch and transform 
the lives of the poor, the marginalized and those on the peripheries. The vision of St Arnold 
that began in a small pub that became St Michael's mission house has now spread across 
the entire planet. 
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Our founder chose this special day, the Birth of Mary the mother Of God knowing that we would need 
in a special way her guidance and protection. On this Feast of the Nativity of The Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Let us Rejoice, Let Us be glad, and Let us praise God who holds our life in His hands.  So let 
us praise the Father, let us praise the Son, let us praise the Spirit, Three in One. 
 
This week's readings lead us to reflect on the lives that both Saints Peter Claver and Arnold Janssen 
sought to serve.  In the Gospel we find Jesus on the peripheries.  He is amongst the poor, the sick and 
those on the margins. There is a man who is blind, Jesus' response is immediate.  He encounters the 
situation by being actively engaged and addressing the suffering of the blind man. Jesus models for us 
what our response should be, when encountering those on the peripheries in their suffering. We are 
called to stand with them, and to seek to be agents for healing, restoration, and wholeness. 
 
Peter Claver encountered the sick and suffering as they came off slave ships. Peter sought to elevate 
sickness pain and suffering, without hesitation he and his brothers brought wine, citrus, and bread to 
bring some comfort to their suffering. St Arnold Janssen saw a world where there were places that had 
never heard the good news of the Gospel, nor had they known the love of Jesus Christ. With only 
three members he sent the first missionary to China. Divine Word Missionaries follow the example of 
the Gospel, we put our feet on the ground we work with those on the peripheries to bring healing to 
broken lives.  Like Jesus, the Living Divine Word, we who have taken on His name like Him not only 
stand with those who suffer but we work with and alongside the oppressed, the marginalized and put 
out lives on the line with the people of God.  His mission is our Mission.  
 
Let this be a great year of celebration and action.  The best way to honor the vision of St Arnold is to 
be actively proclaiming the Gospel with our very lives.   Men and women who see in our challenges 
an opportunity to right the wrongs and to see in each person we encounter the face of God.   Let us 
share the love and good news of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
         Fr. Stephan Brown, SVD 
  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

KNQC+ L@X NTQ CD@QKX CDO@QSDC QDRS HM DUDQK@RSHMF OD@BD 
 

Sep 08 ~  Cora Coleman, Helen L. Whitelow 

Sep 09 ~  Jacqueline H. Hatch, Nicole Payne 

Sep 10 ~  Allen Baehr 

Sep 11 ~  Grace Milburn  

Sep 12 ~  Andrew Cummings  

Sep 13 ~  John Smith, Maxine Petties, Julius L. Wilson 

Se[ 14  ~  Michael Johnson, Johnette Denton, James Wadley 

  
 

Prayer for Healingé 

 
 
 

 

John Ekah, Jr., Troy Vaughan, Jr.ñ9/8 

Acquanette Edwards, Joshua Hollowell, Christopher 

Housleyñ9/9 

Diane Lewis, Joye Miller, Linda Miller, Jayla Wilson, 

Lois Yarbrough ñ9/10 

Debra Collinsñ9/11 

Sheena Christy, Carlyne Phanor, Eva Varnado ñ9/12 

Monique Rodgersñ9/13 

Patrick Carpenter, Shirley Whiteñ9/14 

 

 

IŀǊƻƭŘ !ŘŀƳǎ .ŜŀƳƻƴΣ !ƴƴƛŜ .ŜŎƪΣ Wǳƭƛŀƴ .ƻƭǘƻƴΣ DŜǊŀƭŘ .ƻƴŘΣ 9ǳƎŜƴŜ .ǊŀǎǎŜƭƭΣ DǿŜƴ /ƻƭƭƛƴǎΣ  
IŜƭŜƴ /ƻƻƪŜΣ [ƻƴƎƛƴƻ /ƻƻƪŜΣ ¢ƛƴŀ /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ wƻōŜǊǘ /ǊƻǿƭŜȅΣ wŀȅŜ 5ǳŘƭŜȅΣ {ƘŀǊƭ DƻƭŘŜƴΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ 
DǊŜŜƴΣ .ŜǊƴƛŎŜ IŀȅŜǎΣ 5ŀǊǊŜƭƭ IƻƭƭƛƳƻƴΣ aŀǊǾƛƴ IƻǳǎƭŜȅΣ {ǊΦΣ aŀŜ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ  CǊΦ WƛƳ aŀǊǘŜƭƭΣ aŀǊȅ 
YƛƴƎΣ !ǳŘǊŜȅ aŎDƘŜŜΣ CƭƻǊƛƴŜ aŎaƛƭƭŀƴΣ IŀǩŜ aƻƻǊŜΣ wŀȅƳƻƴŘ aƻƻǊŜΣ {ǊΦΣ tŀǘ tŀǊƪŜǊΣ hƭƛǾŜǊ 
tŜȅǘƻƴΣ tƻƭƪ tǳǊȅŜŀǊΣ !ƭǘƻƴŜǧŜ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴΣ {ŀƳ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴΣ CƭƻȅŘ {ƘŀǾŜǊǎΣ aŀȅƳŜ ¢ǳƎƎƭŜΣ .Ŝƴ ²ŜƭƭǎΣ 
9ǊƛŎ ²ŜƭƭǎΣ .ŜǊǘƘŀǊŜƴŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎΣ WƻȅŎŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎΣ WƻǎŜǇƘ ¸ƻǳƴƎ 

 

§ Sam and Altonette Robinsonñ9/10 

§ Lemont and Dornetta Gloverñ9/13 

§ Raymond and Hattie Mooreñ9/14 

 

Next Sundayôs Readings-September 15, 2024 

Isaiah 50:5-9a  

James 2:14-18  

Mark 8:27-35  



 

The Mass of Christian Burial for Mrs. Pat Cowart was held here at St. Augustine on Saturday, 
September 7th. Please keep Mrs. Cowart, her loved ones and friends in your prayers.  
 
 
Do you often find yourself overwhelmed with technology?  This is your chance to become 

more tech savvy and Be in the Know. Make sure you attend this session and bring your cell 

phones, laptops and ipads. IT techs from FedEx will be here to show us how to better use our 

electronic devices. The session will be held on Wednesday, September 25th at 10:00am in Miz-

icko Hall. Registering for this event is recommended.  Mass will follow at 12:00pm and lunch 

will be immediately after Mass. Contact the church office to sign up or see Mrs. Helen Oliver.  

 

 

 

  



From lost to found 

Seminarian discovers happiness in religious formation 

  

After high school, Angel Rodriguez Fuentes took a gap year and moved 

to Mexico to live with his grandmother. He needed time to think about 

his future. 

  

He pondered his purpose, questioned his faith and wondered about the 

essence of happiness. After some time, Angel turned to God and prayed. 

  

ñI said óGod, show me ï if youôre real, let me feel something or let me 

see you or something.ô And I remember during those periods, I felt so 

much love that I canôt even explain it,ò he said. ñIt was love and happi-

ness and peace. The feeling was beautiful.ò  

Angel felt that he had his answer. 

  

Searching for a place to belong 

After that, he started attending Mass daily. A person at church noticed and invited him to join voca-

tion meetings. Curious to learn more, Angel went to a few monthly sessions before returning to 

Texas to be with his family. 

  

He took a job at the oil refineries and continued his regular Mass attendance. Angel decided to re-

turn to Mexico, the homeland of his parents and his childhood, to enter a seminary. He visited one, 

submitted his application and was accepted. Things seemed to be falling into place. 

  

But the week before Angel was set to begin his formation program at the seminary in Mexico, he 

got very sick. The doctors told him heôd need surgery to fix his stomach issues. Since he had Amer-

ican health insurance, he was sent back to the U.S. and advised to reapply to the seminary again the 

following year after his recovery.  

 

 

 



You helped him return home 
  
ñHomeò is a word that can have many meanings. It can 
be a place, a state of mind, a feeling of comfort and a 
sense of security. For Fr. Roger Kyaw Thu, SVD, Myan-
mar is home. Given the tumultuous civil unrest in the 
country formerly known as Burma, it may be hard to un-
derstand why someone would choose to return there, but 
thatôs exactly what Fr. Roger intends to do. 
  
After spending the past 10 years in formation with the 
Chicago Province of the Society of the Divine Word, Fr. 
Roger was ordained in May. Now heôs set to embark on 
his first assignment in Myanmar. 
  
ñI just want to be there for the people, especially at this 
moment,ò he said. ñSometimes I feel like Iôve been here 
and I watched them from afar going through all of this 
and itôs so painful. I might not be able to do a lot for 
them, but at least I can be there with them.ò  

Discernment 
In 2007, Fr. Roger enrolled in a high school seminary in his homeland. He went on to study mathe-
matics in college while receiving seminary formation with his diocese in Myanmar. At the bishopôs 
request, he and another young man named Boromeo Soe, agreed to relocate to the United States for 
three years to improve their English proficiency and study Philosophy before returning to complete 
their formation. 
  
The pair arrived at Divine Word College in Epworth in 2014, unsure of what to expect. After two 
years, Fr. Roger felt a calling to shift to formation with the Divine Word Missionaries. In time, his 
Burmese classmate did the same. 
  
ñThe first impression I had here was that weôre all treated as family,ò he recalls. ñIn Burma, weôre 
very hierarchical. The priests are separated from seminarians and they donôt really interact unless itôs 
necessary. But when we came here, everyone was treated as an equal.ò The missionary aspect of the 
SVD was also attractive. Fr. Roger said he was drawn to the way the SVDs learn from each otherôs 
cultural differences and work to enrich one another with their diversity.  




