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Joseph did as the angel of the Lord directed. He took Mary to be his wife and accepted the child in her womb as 

his own. When Jesus was born, Joseph followed the directions of the angel and gave the child the name Jesus. We 

often recall Mary's cooperation in God's plan for our salvation.  

(Rev) Dr. Francis Chiawa, Pastor 
Rev. Mr. Curtiss Talley, Deacon and Rev. Mr. Andrew Terry, Deacon 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation (confession) Before 4:00pm Mass on Saturday; Before 8:00am and 11:00am Mass on Sunday 
Baptism, First Penance and Eucharist, Confirmation: Please contact the parish office at 774-2297. 
Weddings: The parish welcomes all those who wish to be married in our Church, if at least one party of the couple is 
Catholic or intends to be Catholic. Contact the church office at least 6 months prior to the wedding to make arrangements. 
Funerals: Contact Fr. Francis Chiawa at 901-482-4963 or at 901-774-2297 as soon as possible after the death of a loved one. 
Please call the church office to give notification  of hospitalization, confinement to a nursing home or facility for the aging.   

Parish Mission Statement 

  We are predominantly African-American by birth and Catholic by choice.  We are empowered to proclaim the Good News 
of Jesus through the Word, the Eucharist and service. 

Items for publication must be transmitted electronically to karen.owens@staugustine.cdom.org by 10:00am Tuesday 

                                       STAFF                                                     MASS TIMES 
Bookkeeper              Facilities Director                 Wednesday-12:00pm (Church)             

Val Makarsky        Karen Owens                             Thursday-12:00pm (Church)  

DRE             Ministers of Music                      Friday-12:00pm (Church) 

Annye Hughes    Gwen Atkins    1st Friday of the month—10:30am (Church) 

Health Ministry           Robert Clayborne                               Saturday-4:00pm (vigil) 

Helen Oliver                Leo Davis, DMA                    Sunday-8:00am & 11:00am 

Admin to the Pastor                                      Phone: 901-774-2297  Fax: 901-774–1067 

Lenora Morris                Web: www.staugustinememphis.net 

                    Office closed from 12:00pm until 1:00pm      

                                     E-Mail: staug.info@staugustine.cdom.org 

                             

                      

Quote of the week 

“He who is filled with love is filled with God himself.”       

          ST. Augustine   

1169 Kerr Ave., Memphis, TN 38106 

Dial In Mass — 1-503-300-6862, Passcode—114429 

(THIS IS A FREE CALL) 

 

Moments in Black history 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Ethel L. Payne was a pioneering Black journalist who became known for covering the rise of the civil rights 

movement and for her tenacious reporting. Known as the “First Lady of the Black Press,” Ms. Payne broke 

down many barriers in her career. Born in 1911, the Chicago native studied journalism in college. She gradu-

ated from a small training college in Illinois and then took night classes at Northwestern University’s famed 

Medill School of Journalism. By way of an account in author James McGrath Morris’ book, “Eye on the 

Struggle: Ethel Payne, the First Lady of the Black Press,” Payne was not an excellent student but a voracious 

reader and talented writer. After working as a hostess at Army Special Services club in Japan in 1948, a re-

porter from “The Chicago Defender” read one of her journals about the experience of Black soldiers in Japan. 

The paper ran portions of that journal, and “The Defender” hired her as a reporter. After two years, Payne was 

promoted to the Washington bureau chief and moved to the nation’s capital. Payne’s work as the newspaper’s 

lone representative in D.C. gave her a unique outlook on the news of the day. The post also made her the first 

African-American female reporter to cover international news and she traveled around the globe on their be-

half. But despite her achievements and the respect of her white peers, Payne still faced dangers in her profes-

sion. Covering news events in the South could be perilous as Jim Crow laws and the backwards mindset of 

white residents were unprepared for her boldness. Some of the iconic figures of history Payne interviewed in-

clude Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., President John F. Kennedy, and Nelson Mandela, among several 

other noteworthy figures. Her tough but fair reporting even impressed her distinguished subjects. In 1972, 

CBS hired Payne as a radio and television commentator and she became the first Black woman to hold such a 

post. She worked for the network for a decade before retiring. Payne passed away from a heart attack in 1991 

at the age of 79. 
St. Augustine Catholic Parish  



          FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 

 

 
 

Carolyn Smith (12/26) Alena Allen, Brenda 

Duckett, James Shelton (12/28) Devona 

Jones (12/29) Rosalyn Carpenter, Carlene 

O’Neal (12/31)  Monica Cole, Patrick Neal, 

Betty Todd (1/1) 

 Prayer List 

 

Nursing Homes/Rehab Centers: Mr. Harold Ad-

ams Beamon (Christian Care Center, 6500 Kirby 

Gate Blvd., Memphis, TN 38119) Ms. Tina Crawford 

(Signature Healthcare of Memphis) Mr. Floyd 

Shavers (Parkway Health & Rehab)  

  

Ill/Shut-Ins: Mrs. Gloria Alsandor, Mrs. Annie 
Beck, Mr. Gerald Bond, Mr. Eugene Brassell, Mrs. 
Patricia Cowart, Mr. Robert Crowley, Mrs. Maureen 
Davis, Ms. Sharl Golden,  Mrs. Vivian Harris, Ms. 
Bernice Hayes, Mr. Darrell Hollimon, Mr. Marvin 
Housley, Sr., Mrs. Mae Johnson, Mrs. Freda Mar-
tin, Mrs. Sandra McGhee, Mrs. Florine McMillan, 
Mrs. Hattie Moore, Mr. Raymond Moore, Sr., Mr. 
Ben Wells, Mr. Eric Wells, Mr. Joe L. White, Mrs. 
Geraldine Whitthorne, Dr. Joyce Young and Dr. 
Joseph Young.  

 

May Their Souls Rest in Peace 

December 26 –January 1 

 

December 26: Sheila Yvonne Key 

December 27: Archbishop James P. Lyke, OFM, 
Charles Pride, Michael Steele, Flossie McKinnon 

December 28: Robert Jamerson, Seretha Butler 

December 29: Robert Wheeler, Sidney McNairy, 
Allen Brown, Elmore Denton, Sr., Artemus 
Spragling, Willa Monroe, Laverne Fisher 

December 31: Norma Williams 

January 1: Juanita Peyton, Ellen Louise Dunford 
Stiles, Florence Bolden, Hames Hemingway, 
Charles Baker, Joseph Wallace Alsandor,  
Cynthia Allen-Whitfield 

 

 

  Next Sunday’s Readings January 2, 2022  

 Isaiah    60:1-6  
 Ephesians   3:2-3a,5-6  
 Matthew   2:1-12  

 

Dearly Beloved in Christ may we hear afresh the 

news of the birth of our Savior in our hearts and 

homes. May the heavenly  joy well up in our hearts 

and banish all fears, anxieties and worries in our 

hearts. May our song this day be: 

 

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of  

glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, 

praising Thee their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 

drive the dark of doubt away; 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with 

the light of day! 

 

 
Whenever we are tempted to slip back into 
fear of the known and unknown, may we re-
member the Lord’s message for us, “Say to 
the fearful of heart: Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God, he comes to save 
you.” (Isaiah 35:4). 
 
As you  plan to celebrate with family and 
friends, please think of someone who would 
be alone and lonely during this time and reach 
out to that person. Do not forget those whose 
loved ones are weighed down by illness and 
those who are bereaved this year for whom 
this Christmas will be first after the loss of the 
loved one. 
 
Following the reason why the Savior was 
born, may it be a season of forgiveness and 
reconciliation with family and friends who have 
offended us.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE, DECEM-

BER 25,  2021 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year 

to you! For some, this year went by like a 

flash of lightning, for others it dragged on 

like a snail. The perspective one has on the 

matter is determined by the lived experi-

ences and  life circumstances one found 

oneself. Whatever is the case, Christmas is 

here and we are alive to witness it. Blessed 

be the name of the Lord!  

 

 

What we celebrate is the greatest of all 

miracles - God Almighty, Adonai  whom 

heaven and earth cannot contain took on 

flesh in the womb of Mary,  a young maid-

en to redeem us. Today marks the day 

of  the birth of the Son of God. Sunshine is 

born. The Angel announced this good 

news of great joy  for all people  to the 

shepherds saying, “Today in the city of 

David a savior has been born for you who 

is Messiah and Lord. And this will be a 

sign for you: you will find an infant 

wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in 

a manger.” (Luke 2:11-12). 

 

 

Kontakion of Romanos the Melodist put it 

succinctly, The Virgin today brings into 

the world the Eternal. And the earth offers 

a cave to the Inaccessible. The angels and 

shepherds praise him. And the magi ad-

vance with the star, For you are born for 

us, Little Child, God eternal! ( CCC 525). 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mr. & Mrs. Longino(Helen) Cooke, Jr. 

(12/27) 
Mr. & Mrs. Desota(Bertha) Gilmore, Sr. 

(12/28) 
Mr. & Mrs. Travis(Lisa) Cleaves 

(12/31) 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl(Lilly) Ray  

(1/1) 
 

May I conclude by saying thank you for all you have 

been for me and our parish family this year. May the 

Newborn king bless and reward you! Happy Christ-

mas and a blessed New Year. 
 

Love, 

 

 
 

Father Francis Chiawa 


