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A MIRROR OF GOD’S LOVE: CHRIST’S SACRIFICE AND THE GIFTS 
OF THE WIDOWS. 
  
Dear brothers and sisters, 
When  a scribe asked the Lord, ”Which is the first of all the 
Commandments.” (Mk 12:28). Our Blessed  Lord answered by giving 
him both the first and the second. The Lord said, “The first is 
this:“Hear, O Israel!The Lord our God is Lord alone! You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,  with all your 
mind,and with all your strength.The second is this:You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.”(Mark 12:29-31, cf Deuteronomy 6:5-6, Lev. 
19:18). 
 
If you are wondering how a human being can keep this 
commandment, the two widows, one in the Old Testament (1 Kings 
17:10-16) and the other in the New Testament (Mark 12:41-44) 
showed us how. They, like Jesus our Savior, mirrored God’s love. The 
widow in the Old Testament, was from  the land of Zarephath where 
Elijah, the man of God fled for his dear life during the period of 
drought in Israel. This widow had barely enough food for her son and 
herself, yet from that little she prepared something for a man of God 
to eat. It is important to note that the man of God was a total stranger 
to her. He came from another country. She could have regarded Elijah 
as a homeless unknown man. She could have ignored Elijah's request 
for something to eat and drink. But she did not. She brought Elijah 
food to eat and water to drink before preparing one for herself and 
her son. 
 
 In the same vein, the widow in the New Testament donated her 
whole livelihood to God when she put in her two small coins into the 



temple treasury. In both instances, it was not the size of their gifts but 
the heart with which they gave. It was not how much but how 
well.What motivated them were the two great commandments in the 
Old Testament (even if the widow of Zarephath did not know it) and 
trust in God.  
 
The heroic act of love from those two ladies foreshadowed, yet pales 
in comparison with what the Lord did for us. Our Lord gave himself 
completely for the sake of our salvation. “Greater love has no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” (John 
15:13). The letter to the Hebrews put Jesus’ total self-gift  aptly, 
“Christ did not enter into the sanctuary made by hands … but heaven 
itself, that he might appear before God on our behalf.” (Hebrew 9:24-
28). He offered his own blood and not that of animals. 
 
Are  we able to put the commandments to love God and to love our 
neighbor into action? Are human beings capable of loving as God 
loves and commanded us? Yes, St Catherine of Siena said that there is 
nothing as easy as love because it blesses the one who gives it and the 
one who receives it. You flourish in the measure you trust in the Lord 
and listen to what God tells us. 
 
The   two widows showed  that we can love as God commanded us. 
Like them we need trust to do what the Lord commands.  We must 
trust that the Lord who commanded us to keep his commandments 
will not fail us. The Word of God assures us, “The LORD keeps faith 
forever,  secures justice for the oppressed,  gives food to the 
hungry.The LORD sets captives free.The LORD gives sight to the 
blind.  The LORD raises up those who were bowed down; 
the LORD loves the just.The LORD protects strangers” (Psalm 146:7-
9).  In Christ Jesus, God himself showed us the example of love. He 
does not command us to do what he himself has not done. Christ laid 
down his life for us. We must live for him. “The way we came to know 



love was that he laid down his life for us; so we ought to lay down our 
lives for our brothers. If someone who has worldly means sees a 
brother in need and refuses him compassion, how can the love of God 
remain in him?”(1 John 3:16-17). 
  
Think of this. Does your parent, your spouse, your child, sibling or a 
stranger need something of your time and self?  Please do not be 
afraid to love for God will take care of you.  
 
In sum, through St Paul, the Lord makes this plain, “I urge you 
therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship.Do 
not conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by the renewal 
of your mind, that you may discern what is the will of God, what is 
good and pleasing and perfect” ( Romans 12:1-2). Use the gifts he 
gave you like God did in and through his Son and like  the two widows 
did to serve him. There is the mirror of God’s love. Human beings are 
capable of this. 
 


