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Those who witness Jesus’ power and authority are instructed to not speak of what they have witnessed. These instruc-

tions appear impossible to obey, and it is difficult to understand the purpose of these instructions. But in each case, 

they seem to emphasize the fact that each individual, including the reader of Mark’s Gospel, must, in the end, make his 

or her own judgment about Jesus’ identity. Each individual must make his or her own act of faith in affirming Jesus as 

God’s Son.  

(Rev) Dr. Francis Chiawa, Pastor 
Rev. Mr. Curtiss Talley, Deacon and Rev. Mr. Andrew Terry, Deacon 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation (confession) Before 4:00pm Mass on Saturday; Before 8:00am and 11:00am Mass on Sunday 
Baptism, First Penance and Eucharist, Confirmation: Please contact the parish office at 774-2297. 
Weddings: The parish welcomes all those who wish to be married in our Church, if at least one party of the couple is 
Catholic or intends to be Catholic. Contact the church office at least 6 months prior to the wedding to make arrangements. 
Funerals: Contact Mrs. Marilyn Coleman at 901-849-2808 as soon as possible after the death of a loved one. Please call the 
church office to give notification  of hospitalization, confinement to a nursing home or facility for the aging.   

Parish Mission Statement 

  We are predominantly African-American by birth and Catholic by choice.  We are empowered to proclaim the Good News 
of Jesus through the Word, the Eucharist and service. 

Items for publication must be transmitted electronically to karen.owens@staugustine.cdom.org by 10:00am Tuesday 

                                       STAFF                                                     MASS TIMES 
Bookkeeper              Facilities Director                 Wednesday-12:00pm (Church)             

Angela Delaney       Karen Owens                             Thursday-12:00pm (Church)  

DRE             Ministers of Music                      Friday-12:00pm (Church) 

Annye Hughes    Gwen Atkins    1st Friday of the month—10:30am (Church) 

Health Ministry           Robert Clayborne                               Saturday-4:00pm (vigil) 

Helen Oliver                Leo Davis, DMA                    Sunday-8:00am & 11:00am 

Admin to the Pastor          Youth Ministry                          Phone: 901-774-2297  Fax: 901-774–1067 

Valerie Makarsky             Dr. Mary McConner    Web: www.staugustinememphis.net 

                    Office closed from 12:00pm until 1:00pm      

                                     E-Mail: staug.info@staugustine.cdom.org 

                             

                      

Quote of the week 

“This is the very perfection of a man, to find 

out his own imperfections.”       

          ST. Augustine   

1169 Kerr Ave., Memphis, TN 38106 

Dial In Mass — 1-503-300-6862, Passcode—114429 

 
Moments in Black history 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

June and Jennifer Gibbons were twins known infamously as the “Silent Twins.” The Gibbons sisters spoke only 

to one another and sometimes their younger sister in a rapid-fire style of language only they understood. The twins 

were born on April 11, 1963 and were part of the only Black family in their neighborhood. They endured racism 

and harassment from white children in the neighborhood, drawing them closer to each other. A brief stint in board-

ing school split the girls up in an attempt to normalize their speaking but it only made them more withdrawn. In 

1979, the girls began teaching themselves how to write short romance novels with racy themes. Although they had 

some success publishing them independently, their writing careers didn’t quite take off. They then engaged on a 

brief petty crime spree that included arson and theft. The pair were arrested and committed to a hospital for the 

criminally insane enduring more than 12 years of medication under inhumane conditions.  In the ’80’s, British 

journalist Marjorie Wallace was able to get the girls to open up to her about their confinement, which became an 

explosive case in local media. Wallace, who wrote a biography about the twins in 1986, said that June once told 

her that one of them had to die for the other to live a normal life. According to reports, the twins were moved to a 

more open hospital environment in 1993 and appeared to be on a path to independent living. However, Jennifer 

became ill and died at 29, reportedly of an inflamed heart. Her death remains unexplained. Wallace contends that 

June told her that Jennifer wanted to be a sacrifice so that June could lead a more independent life. Jennifer Gib-

bons is still living today, according to the most recent information. By 2008, she was living on her own in Wales. 

In 2016, their sister, Greta, said in an interview that the hospital stay hastened Jennifer’s death and a family law-

suit was considered but eventually the family decided against it. 
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          FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 

 

 

 
Doris Elmore, Antoinette Jones,  

Ariyana Moye (6/27) Antonek Farmer, Lynn 

Reynolds, Jon Walter (6/28) Jannifer John-

son, Ella Mathis, Ernesha Witherspoon (6/29) 

Demetrice Merriweather (6/30) Carolyn Ezell, 

Marilyn Ezell, John Fleming, Phyllis McKee, 

Mark McKinnon (7/1) Clifford Christy, Mat-

thew Hauer, Phoebe Miller, Teddryck Thomas 

(7/2) Katina Fleming (7/3)  

 Prayer List 

 

Nursing Homes/Rehab Centers: Mr. Harold Ad-

ams Beamon (Christian Care Center, 6500 Kirby 

Gate Blvd., Memphis, TN 38119) Ms. Tina Crawford 

(Signature Healthcare of Memphis) Mr. Floyd 

Shavers (Parkway Health & Rehab)  

  

Ill/Shut-Ins: Mrs. Gloria Alsandor, Mrs. Annie 
Beck, Mr. Gerald Bond, Mr. Eugene Brassell, Mrs. 
Patricia Cowart, Mr. Robert Crowley, Mrs. Maureen 
Davis, Ms. Sharl Golden,  Mrs. Vivian Harris, Ms. 
Bernice Hayes, Mr. Darrell Hollimon, Mrs. Ernes-
tine Hollimon, Mr. Maurice Hooker, Sr., Mr. Marvin 
Housley, Sr., Mrs. Mae Johnson, Mrs. Pat Lacey, 
Mr. Michael Lemon, Mrs. Freda Martin, Mrs. Grace 
Milburn, Mrs. Sandra McGhee, Mrs. Florine McMil-
lan, Mrs. Hattie Moore, Mr. Raymond Moore, Sr., 
Mrs. Theresa Varnado, Mr. Ben Wells, Mr. Eric 
Wells, Mr. Joe L. White, Mrs. Geraldine Whit-
thorne, Dr. Joyce Young and Dr. Joseph Young.  

 

May Their Souls Rest in Peace 

June 27-July 3 

June 27:  Fr. Bertrand Kock, OFM, Robert E. 
Johnson, Harold Hayslette, Sr., Helen Ann 
Stewart  

June 28: Christine King, Michael D. Greene, 
Emma P. Williams  

June 29: Lucile Brewer 

July 1: Charles J. Marshall, Jr., Dora Robinson, 
George Brown, Nellie C. Taylor 

July 2: W.P. Porter, Ernita (Peaches) Taylor 
James, Alton Coleman 

July 3: Oliver Johnson, Ken Roderick Adams, 
Lula Mae Yancey, Mildred Newton,  Mary 
Owens 

 

  Next Sunday’s Readings July 4, 2021  
  Ezekiel   2:2-5  
      2 Corinthians  12:7-10  
  Mark    6:1-6  

“LET THE CHILDREN COME TO ME, SAYS THE 

LORD” Please bring our little ones back to the Mass so 

that they can serve, read and above all worship with us. 

Remember our Lord’s word, ““Let the children come to 

me, and do not prevent them; for the kingdom of heaven 

belongs to such as these” (Matthew 19:14). 

 

FIRST FRIDAY, JULY 2, 2021 
The Lord who says to us, “Come to me all you who labor 

and burdened,I will give you rest,” awaits us. Let us heed 

his invitation, take his yoke and learn from him for he 

is  meek and humble of heart.  The holy Mass for the First 

Friday Devotion is on July 2, time 10:30 a.m. Please sign 

up, come and join the rest of your brothers and sisters in 

the power hour of prayer, adoration, rest  and reparation to 

the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  

 

PILGRIMAGE Our pilgrimage  to the Holy Land sched-

uled for this summer is moved to the Summer of 2022 

because of covid. The new date is June 30th. 

  

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE GRACIOUS 

GRAND LADY JACQUELINE MITCHELL! Our il-

lustrious sister Gracious Lady Jacqueline aka lady of the 

Sea was elected our Central States District Deputy for the 

Ladies division of KPC, Ladies Auxiliary this past week-

end! A twenty four gun salute to you,  Beloved Sister for 

this marvelous honor and accomplishment. The grace of 

God is abundant in your life and in the life of all the La-

dies Auxiliary Court #188. The Lord of host is with us, 

the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 

EXAMINATION FOR OUR CONFIRMATION CAN-

DIDATES Our children who will be receiving the Sacra-

ment of Confirmation will be doing  a qualifying  oral 

exam. This will take place on Sunday  June 27 after 8:00 

a.m. Mass. Attendance at the Mass is required for all the 

confirmandi. 

 

OUR SISTER MRS GLADYS YOUNG  
The note I wrote you about reaching out to our sister is 

not merely to call her but to listen to your heart and hear 

what God may be asking of us  individually  and as a 

community  to do to help her. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

Have you ever had a real miracle in your life? 

That is what we encounter in the gospel of this 

Sunday. Our Lord performed miracles to the 

amazement and happiness of the recipients - the 

hemorrhaging woman  and the Jairus family. 

These miracles in turn reveal that Jesus is God. 

Life of each one of us is filled with miracles of 

God’s goodness.To be born is a miracle, to be 

alive is another miracle and above all, to be re-

deemed by the precious blood of Jesus is the 

greatest miracle. Somebody may say, I was not 

born when Jesus gave his life for the redemption 

of the world. That does not matter.  Because it is 

God’s action. There is no limitation of time to 

its fruit and effect. He redeemed those who were 

born  both before, within and  after the crucifix-

ion. The Sacraments continually nourish us with 

the fruits of Christ’s redemption. 

 

CHILDREN AND MASS 
One teenager asked his mother, “Why do we not 

have a video game in the Church? For according 

to this child Mass is boring. I do not share the 

view of this teenager because if you understand 

the meaning of the Mass, then it is the most up-

lifting thing you can do. To go to Mass is a 

heaven on earth. In the Mass, you step into the 

timeless sphere. For at the Mass you are contem-

poraneous with  the sacrifice of Christ on the 

cross. You stand shoulder to shoulder with your 

ancestors, great great great grandparents, numer-

ous holy family members and friends who have 

gone before you, the whole host of the angels, 

saints and the entire heavenly court. You are 

lavished by the fruits of redemption for God’s 

mercy like his humility is endless. 

 

The boredom this child’s experiences stems 

from the fact that he was raised with TV,  tablet, 

video games and cellphone entertainment mov-

ies. The child’s brain was over stimulated. He 

craves excitement. He does not know anything 

about sitting still, kneeling down to pray, think-

ing and reading. At Mass you are not enter-

tained. You come to worship God Almighty, the 

wonder working of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Sylvester and Leilani Rodgers 
(6/27) 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles and Alma Bolden 
(6/28) 

Mr. & Mrs. Clinton and Rikki Anderson 
Mr. & Mrs. Ajhuel and Pamela Wright 

(7/1) 
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence and Charlesetta Higgins 

Mr. & Mrs. Sylvester and Georgia Hobbs 
(7/3) 

 

WHAT IS MORE? 
“Though he was rich, for your sake our Lord Jesus 

Christ became poor, so that by his poverty you might 

become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9). May you all have a 

blessed weekend. 
 

 

Love 

 

 

Father Francis Chiawa 


