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GOD IS NEAR:  A SUMMON TO JOY  
   
Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
Last Sunday the Word of God made it  clear that 
God is coming and invited us to prepare our 
hearts for him. This Sunday  the readings not 
only  tell us what God will do when he comes but 
summon us to rejoice. Is this summon the same 
as the mimicking of Bob Marley by the Big Billy 
Mouth Bass, "Don't worry. Be happy! In your life 
expect some trouble. If you worry you make it 
double." I don't think so. Bob Marley's and Billy 
Big Mouth Bass' invitations were based on sheer 
bravado or a mere decision to be happy.  I think 
that there is something in us deeper than that.  Is 
it not true that our hearts are made for happiness 
because they are made for God? St Augustine 
put his finger on this, when he wrote, "You have 
made us for yourself, O Lord and our hearts are 
restless, until they rest in thee.” Just as man has 
an innate desire to know, he also has an innate 
desire for happiness.  In the Declaration of 



Independence of the United States, we have this 
truth categorically stated: "We hold these truths 
to be self-evident: that all men are created equal; 
that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain inalienable rights; that among these are 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness."   
 

 

In the world today, has the innate desire for 
happiness become elusive? Is it possible to lay 
a hold of happiness? Where does our happiness 
come from? Is it something we buy with money? 
People spend tons and tons of money trying to 
buy happiness. But do they succeed?  This 
search for happiness is the engine that propels 
the endless forms of amusement, entertainment, 
casinos and liquor stores in our cities, etc. In 
most cases, people who overindulge sweets, 
alcohol, drugs, tobacco, gambling, and the likes 
are in search of happiness. Is happiness found 
in those things? Is it not a fact of life that people 
who indulge these things always came up with 
sand in their mouths? What is the way 
forward?  Reflecting on these questions, the 
Bible asks "What can bring us happiness (cf. 



Psalm 4:6-7)? And, answered in another 
passage, "LORD God of hosts, restore us;  light 
up your face and we shall be saved (Psalm 80:4, 
8, 20). Cutting to the chase, it says, "Many are 
the sorrows of the wicked one, but mercy 
surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD. Be 
glad in the LORD and rejoice, you righteous; 
exult, all you upright of heart" (Psalm 32:10-11).  
 

 

Addressing this important question, the Liturgy of 
this Third Sunday of Advent opens with "Rejoice 
in the Lord always, again I say, rejoice! The Lord 
is near. "This passage gives this Sunday the 
name Gaudete Sunday, literally Rejoice Sunday! 
The First Reading (Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11), the 
responsorial Psalm (Luke 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-
54), the Second Reading (1 Thess 5:16-24) 
Gospel Acclamation (Isaiah 61:1, Luke 4: 18) 
and the Gospel (John 1:6-8, 19-28) " all join 
together on the theme of rejoicing in the 
Lord."  Why rejoice?  The answer is disarmingly 
direct. We are to rejoice because God is near. 
Centered on the coming of the Lord, the season 
of Advent, like Lent is penitential. However, in 



the middle of Advent as in Lent, we take a break 
to rejoice, reminding ourselves of the nearness 
of the Lord. That is the reason for our fasting, 
preparations and penitential practices. In Lent a 
Sunday, like today, is called Laudate Sunday.  
 

 

Today's First Reading says, "The spirit of the 
Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has 
anointed me; he has sent me to bring glad tidings 
to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the 
prisoners, to announce a year of favor from the 
LORD and a day of vindication by our God'' 
(Isaiah 61:1-2). From the New Testament, we 
know that Jesus, God, who came to redeem us, 
fulfils this prophecy. On entering the Synagogue 
on a Sabbath day in his hometown, a scroll from 
Isaiah with this passage was given to our Lord to 
read. When Jesus finished, he said, "Today this 
scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing" 
(Luke 4:21). This is the reason for our joy.  "I 
rejoice heartily in the Lord" (Isaiah 61:10). Mary 
the Mother of the Incarnate God, voices the joy 
of all creation, when she said, "My soul proclaims 



the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior. The Almighty has done great 
things for me, holy is his name" (Luke 1:46-48). 
This Mary's song of praise, known as the 
Magnificat, echoes the song of Hannah, Mother 
of Samuel, the barren woman whom the Lord 
gave   the gift of a son (cf. 1 Samuel 2:1-10). 
Hannah, like the Blessed Virgin is a testimony 
that our joy is in God and from God.  
 

 

We return to the question: Is man's desire for 
happiness elusive? We can confidently say that 
it is not elusive. God, who planted the desire for 
happiness in man's heart can ultimately satisfy 
that desire. Through John the Baptist, the Lord 
presented the reason for our joy. To people who 
thought that John was the reason for the season, 
John said, "I am not the Christ. I baptize you with 
water, but there is one among you whom you do 
not recognize, the one who is coming after me, 
whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie" 
(John 1:20. 26-27).  
 

 



A day after John made this declaration, he 
pointed out Christ, the One who can adequately 
satisfy man's desire for happiness, "Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world (John 1:29).St Augustine put it this way, 
“John is the voice, but the Lord is the Word who 
was in the beginning.”  What is the take-away 
from all this? It is to remind ourselves always, 
that only God can completely satisfy the desire 
for happiness in our hearts. It behooves us to 
center our pursuits in him. He gave us the rubrics 
for happiness.   They are   called the Ten 
Commandments. Saint John Paul II, reminds us, 
"In acting ethically, according to a free and rightly 
tuned will, the human person sets foot upon the 
path to happiness and moves towards 
perfection. Here too it is a question of truth.” Do 
we desire human flourishing and expansive joy? 
Live the truth, God is near.  
 


