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Today’s parable is a warning to the Christian community to remain vigilant and prepared to receive Jesus, the Son 

of Man who will return at the end of time. The Christian community for whom Matthew wrote this Gospel was 

coming to terms with the realization that the promise of Jesus’ return would not be fulfilled within their lifetimes. 

The question remains for us to ask ourselves, Are we ready to receive Jesus? Will we be prepared to receive him?  

(Rev) Dr. Francis Chiawa, Pastor 
Rev. Mr. Curtiss Talley, Deacon and Rev. Mr. Andrew Terry, Deacon 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation (confession) Before 4:00pm Mass on Saturday; Before 8:00am and 11:00am Mass on Sunday 
Baptism, First Penance and Eucharist, Confirmation: Please contact the parish office at 774-2297. 
Weddings: The parish welcomes all those who wish to be married in our Church, if at least one party of the couple is 
Catholic or intends to be Catholic. Contact the church office at least 6 months prior to the wedding to make arrangements. 
Funerals: Contact Mrs. Marilyn Coleman at 901-849-2808 as soon as possible after the death of a loved one. Please call the 
church office to give notification  of hospitalization, confinement to a nursing home or facility for the aging.   

Parish Mission Statement 

  We are predominantly African-American by birth and Catholic by choice.  We are empowered to proclaim the Good News 
of Jesus through the Word, the Eucharist and service. 

Items for publication must be transmitted electronically to karen.owens@staugustine.cdom.org by 10:00am Tuesday 

                                       STAFF                                                     MASS TIMES 
Bookkeeper               Facilities Director                 Wednesday-12:00pm (Chapel)             

Joni Crocker        Karen Owens                             Thursday-12:00pm (Chapel)  

DRE             Ministers of Music                      Friday-10:30am (Chapel) 

Annye Hughes    Gwen Atkins    1st Saturday of the month—9:00am (Chapel) 

Health Ministry           Robert Clayborne                               Saturday-4:00pm (vigil) 

Helen Oliver                Leo Davis, DMA                    Sunday-8:00am & 11:00am 

Admin Asst.                                              Phone: 901-774-2297  Fax: 901-774–1067 

Valerie Makarsky             Web: www.staugustinememphis.net 

                        E-Mail: staug.info@staugustine.cdom.org 

                             

                      

   

Quote of the week 

“The world is a book and those who do not travel read only a page. ”   

           ST. Augustine   

1169 Kerr Ave., Memphis, TN 38106 

Dial In Mass — 1-503-300-6862 

Passcode—114429 

 Moments in Black history 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Bessie B. Stringfield, a.k.a. “BB,” was the first black woman to make eight long-distance solo tours across the U.S. on a 

motorcycle. Born in Kingston, Jamaica, Bessie B. Stringfield came to America as a child and was given up for adoption. At 

age 16, she was given a motorcycle by her Irish adoptive mother, whose name she was not allowed to repeat. It was said 

that the woman gifted Bessie anything she wanted as long as she prayed to “the man upstairs” for it first. After she was gift-

ed her first 1928 Indian Scout bike, BB Stringfield would later purchase another 27 motorcycles throughout her life. 

Throughout her travels, BB performed motorcycle stunts for local carnivals. The press loved her balancing stunt while her 

Harley was in motion. Bessie used her motorcycle talent to work as the only female civilian motorcycle dispatch rider in 

World War II. She quickly carried documents between military bases and sharpened her riding skills by riding over make-

shift bridges. Once her tour was complete, she moved to Miami and founded the Iron Horse Motorcycle Club. In Miami, 

Stringfield secretly entered riding contests as a man, and after winning, removed her helmet to reveal her gender. As a re-

sult, she was often denied the prize money. In her personal life, BB Stringfield married and divorced six times. She lost 

three children over the years. Her final husband, Arthur Stringfield, asked that Bessie keep his last name because it made 

him famous. Bessie Stringfield, the Negro Motorcycle Queen, died in 1993 at age 82 from an enlarged heart. Her memory 

was left with the remainder of her six-ex husbands. In 2002 she was inducted into the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame. 

St. Augustine Catholic Parish  



          FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 

Lillian Payton, Amayah Wright, Kenji 

Wright (11/8) Doretha Dabney (11/9) 

Thirkell Williams (11/10) Leilani  

Rodgers (11/11) Grace Meacham,  

Oradeen Parsons, Lilly Ray, Reinhold 

Taylor (11/12) Emma Thornton (11/13)  

Teddrick Boyd (11/14) 

 Prayer List 

 

Nursing Homes/Rehab Centers: Mr. Harold Ad-

ams Beamon (Christian Care Center, 6500 Kirby 

Gate Blvd., Memphis, TN 38119) Ms. Tina Crawford 

(Signature Healthcare of Memphis) Mr. Floyd 

Shavers (Parkway Health & Rehab)  

  

Ill/Shut-Ins: Mrs. Gloria Alsandor, Mrs. Annie 
Beck, Mr. Gerald Bond, Ms. Adelene Boyd, Mr. Eu-
gene Brassell, Mrs. Patricia Cowart, Mr. Robert 
Crowley, Ms. Sharl Golden,  Mrs. Vivian Harris, Ms. 
Bernice Hayes, Mr. Darrell Hollimon, Mrs. Ernes-
tine Hollimon, Mr. Maurice Hooker, Sr., Mr. Marvin 
Housley, Sr., Mrs. Mae Johnson, Mrs. Pat Lacey, 
Mr. Michael Lemon, Mrs. Daisy London, Mrs. Freda 
Martin, Mrs. Grace Milburn, Mrs. Maurice McDon-
ald, Mrs. Sandra McGhee, Mrs. Florine McMillan, 
Mrs. Hattie Moore, Mr. Raymond Moore, Sr., Dea-
con Curtiss Talley, Mrs. Theresa Varnado, Mr. Ben 
Wells, Mr. Eric Wells, Mr. Joe L. White, Mrs. Ger-
aldine Whitthorne, Dr. Joyce Young and Dr. Jo-
seph Young.  

 

May Their Souls Rest in Peace 

November 8-14 

Kate Shanklin 1941; Peter Stevens 

1947; Chester David Berry 1953; 

Irene McCarter, Daisy Laws 1968; 

David Hudson, Ashton Joseph Lewis 

1972; Joseph McMahon 1977; Law-

rence G. Chambers, Sr 1978; The-

otoric Berkley, Marguerite Atkins 

1996; Beulah S. Preston 1997; 

Gladys Washington 2002; Edgar Al-

exander 2007; Raye Brown Parker 

2009  

  Next Sunday’s Readings November 15, 2020  
   Proverbs  31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31 
        1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 
         Matthew  25:14-30 

ETERNAL REST GRANT UNTO HIM O LORD  Our 

brother Ashton Charles Lewis departed the shores of this transi-

tory world to the eternal realm in the wee hours of the first of 

November, All Saints Day. What a better day to be called home. 

He lived in the side of history for eighty-eight years. Ashton 

was the husband of Vicky Lewis, the elder brother to Gloria 

Alsandor and Bernice Hayes (Mama Tuut) and the father of 

Bernice Cecilia Graham. Please keep our departed brother in 

your prayers. Pray also for his loved ones for God’s consolation 

and healing from their grief. 

 

THANKSGIVING MASS  It is twenty one days to Thanksgiv-

ing Day this year - November 26.  We shall have a holy Mass 

on that day at 12:00 noon. Please plan to participate in the Mass 

using the opportunity to say thank you Lord. If you count your 

blessings and name them one by one, you will see the wonders 

of the Lord in your life. Is it by your muscle and strength that 

you were preserved from the coronavirus? No. It is God’s gift. 

“In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for 

you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thessolonians 5:18). 

 

OUR LEGENDARY LECTOR  Please do not relent in your 

prayers for Leon Jones, our elder brother and great lector of all 

times. He is still recuperating from his surgery. May God grant 

that he will rejoin us at the altar of worship in no time.  

 

YOUR UNIQUE MISSION  Why does it matter that people 

discover their God-given vocations?  Because the Church relies 

on the unique contribution of every soul.  As St. John Henry 

Newman famously reflected, "God has created me to do some 

special service; God has committed some work to me which has 

not been committed to another.  I HAVE A MISSION." 

 

WHAT IS MORE? IN THE FACE OF THE RECENT 

DEATH IN OUR PARISH FAMILY  

“We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, about 

those who have fallen asleep, so that you may not grieve like 

the rest, who have no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died 

and rose, so too will God, through Jesus, bring with him those 

who have fallen asleep” (1 Thessolonians 3:16). 

  

COUNT YOUR BLESSING 

Count your blessings, name them one by one, 

Count your blessings, see what God hath done! 

Count your blessings, name them one by one, 

And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done. 

  SEEKING THE FACE OF GOD 

 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICTIONS 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

How are you today? I pray that you are blessed and high-

ly favored. Election has come and is still lingering. I 

know that all of us voted in the way we thought 

best.  We must leave matters in God’s hand. He knows 

how to take care of it and grant us peace, unity and 

brotherhood that are sorely needed. Through Julian of 

Norwich, a fifteenth century mystic, the Lord says, “All 

things will be well, all things will be well, all manner of 

things will be well.” 

 

ARE YOU STILL WORRIED? 
The Lord says, “Do not let your hearts be troubled, have 

faith in God, have faith also in me” (John 14:1). Through 

the song composed by Edwin Othello and Johnson Oat-

man,  the Lord tells us, “When upon life's billows you 

are tempest tossed, When you are discouraged, thinking 

all is lost, Count your many blessings, name them one by 

one, And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.” 

 

HOW MUCH DO I SEEK GOD?  

The five wise virgins in the  parable of Ten Virgins 

walked an extra mile to make sure to see the Bridegroom 

whenever he came. This is why they brought extra oil. 

They fulfilled the requirement necessary for the joy 

of  finding and perceiving Wisdom and being in her 

company. The Book of Wisdom says, “Resplendent and 

unfading is wisdom, and she is readily perceived by 

those who love her, and found by those who seek 

her” (Wisdom 6:12). Wisdom and Bridegroom refer to 

God.   God is like the Good Shepherd who goes out in 

search of one lost sheep (Luke 15:1-10). He comes in 

search of us. But he does not force himself into the life of 

the one who is not ready for him. God comes to him who 

is ready to welcome him. “Behold, I stand at the door 

and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, 

[then] I will enter his house and dine with him, and he 

with me” (Revelation 3:20). Brothers and sisters, how 

much are we open to God? Through the prophet Jeremi-

ah, the Lord invites us, “When you look for me, you will 

find me. Yes, when you seek me with all your 

heart” (Jeremiah 29:13). 

 

Mass Intentions for Nov 8-14 November 8, Marilee 

Lewis (aunt); November 9, Joe Lewis (uncle); November 

10, Florine Truehart (grandmom); November 11, Addie 

Bell Lewis (grandmom); November 12, Jeanette Lewis 

(aunt); November 13, Evelyn Lewis (aunt); November 

14, Sharon Lewis (cousin). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry and Toni Williams 
Mr. & Mrs. Larcell and Susie Swift 

(11/10) 
 
 
 
 


