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 THE LORD IS MERCIFUL AND GRACIOUS 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, today the theme for the homily is 

the LORD IS MERCIFUL AND GRACIOUS.  This theme 

comes from the responsorial Psalm. "You, O LORD, are 

merciful and gracious God, slow to anger, most loving and 

true" (Psalm 86:15). 

 

 This theme is also found in the first reading and in the 

gospel. The first reading says, “Though you are master of 

might, you judge with clemency, and with much lenience 

you govern us” (Wisdom 12:18). 

 

Last Sunday in the parable of the Sower, the Lord invited 

us to be the good soil which receives the seeds of God's 

word and yields a fruitful harvest of thirty, sixty or hundred 

times. This Sunday, through the parable of the wheat and 

the weed the Lord wants us to never forget his patience and 

readiness to forgive our sins and our failings.1 This helps 

us to not succumb to the sin of despair or presumption. God 

allows the wheat and weed to grow until the harvest. Why 

does he do that? Because he is merciful and gracious, "slow 

to anger rich in kindness, relenting in punishment" (Joel 

2:13). He gives us opportunities to correct mistakes and 
 

1 St Catherine said, "The Lord is more ready to forgive than we are to commit sin." 



repent of our sins. God does this for the sake of our 

salvation. The Book of Wisdom puts it simply, "You have 

mercy on all… and you overlook the sins of men that they 

may repent" (Wisdom 11:23). The parable of the wheat and 

weed, like the parable of the net shows that the Church, the 

household of God on earth is not composed of only 

righteous people. There are also the wicked.2 The Lord 

thirsts for the salvation of all. He wants the wicked to 

repent and have life. “I take no pleasure in the death of the 

wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. 

Turn, turn from your evil ways! Why should you die, says 

the Lord” (Ezekiel 33:11). 

 

Though our Lord is kind and merciful, he is also just and 

wise. He gives us opportunity after opportunity to repent.3 

He is not quick-tempered, like most of us, because he is 

God. He sees what we do not see. He understands why we 

do the things we do. Nevertheless, this should not make us 

to take his mercy for granted. The opportunity to repent 

does not go endless. There comes a time when the door of 

wedding banquet hall is closed. Those who are outside, like 

the five foolish virgins will knock at the door saying, 

"Lord, Lord, open the door for us! But he would say in 

reply, 'Amen, I say to you, I do not know you" (Matthew 

 
2 If you are scandalized by the presence of sinful men and women in the Church, please try to find a perfect one on 
earth and join it. The moment you join it then it becomes less perfect by one - you. 
3 The Fourth Eucharist Prayer IV says this beautifully: When through disobedience man lost your friendship, you did 
not abandon him to the domain of death. For you came in mercy to the aid of all, so that those who seek might 
find you. Time and again you offered them covenants and through the prophets taught them to look forward to 
salvation (Roman Missal, Eucharist Prayer IV). 



25:11-12). Heaven and hell are real. The Bible reminds us, 

"God has overlooked the times of ignorance, but now he 

demands that all people everywhere repent because he has 

established a day on which he will 'judge the world with 

justice' through a man he has appointed, and he has 

provided confirmation for all by raising him from the 

dead"( Acts 17:30-31). 

 

We must resist the temptation to overlook the patience and 

mercy of God, thinking, "The LORD does not see; the God 

of Jacob takes no notice" (Psalm 94:7).  That attitude is 

misleading and dangerous. One must reckon with the 

questions, "Does the one who shaped the ear not hear?,  the 

one who formed the eye not see? Does the one who guides 

nations not rebuke?( psalm 94:9-10). 

 

The temptation to presume on God's mercy often comes as 

a result of some persistent bad habits. In the face of 

stubborn habitual sin, may we never surrender to despair or 

presumption but cry out from the depths for God's help: 

"Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, Lord, hear my 

voice! O let your ears be attentive to the voice of my 

pleading. If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, Lord, who 

would survive? But with you is found forgiveness: for this 

we revere you" (Psalm 130:1-4). In other words, do not let 

some frequent falls lead you to give up hope and the 

Sacrament of Confession. Keep going to confession and 

repenting. Perseverance in this way pays off. 



  

Rather than abuse the mercy of God by persisting in 

wrongful ways, may we heed the admonition the Lord gave 

us through St Paul the Apostle, "Be an example for all 

believers in speech and conduct, in love, faith and purity" 

(1 Timothy 4:12, 16, 15). St Augustine put it axiomatically, 

"Do not despair one thief was saved, do not presume one 

thief was damned."   

 

Could the present situation regarding the corona virus 

pandemic, and government telling us when to open and 

close the Church, be the handwriting on the wall that we 

are ignoring? Did Scripture not say, "You rebuke offenders 

little by little, warn them, and remind them of the sins they 

are committing, that they may abandon their wickedness 

and believe in you, O LORD ( Wisdom 12:1). 

 

Does the knowledge of our sinfulness and the mercy of 

God make us scrupulous or unscrupulous? May that 

knowledge lead rather to humility, constant repentance, 

and ceaseless gratitude to God who is merciful and 

gracious. May that knowledge make us grateful 

beneficiaries of the sacrament of God's forgiveness 

whenever we need. We know this sacrament as Confession, 

Reconciliation, or the Sacrament of Penance. God awaits 

us there as the merciful and gracious Lord. 

 


