
5th Sunday of Easter, 10 May 2020.  

Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life" (John 14:6). 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, through last Sunday's readings, 

our Lord revealed himself as the Good Shepherd. This 

gave us assurance that the risen Lord will guide us along 

the right path"(Psalm 23:3) and that only goodness and 

love will follow us all the days of our life (Psalm 23:6).  

 

This Sunday, the Good Shepherd makes clear that He is 

the way, the truth and the life (John 14:6). Taking the 

word of the Lord as the foundation we stand upon, we 

shall center the homily on Jesus, the Way, the Truth and 

the Life. 

 

 Preparing the Apostles for the hour of his crucifixion, 

death and resurrection, our Lord said, “If I go and prepare 

a place for you, I will come back again and take you to 

myself, so that where I am you also may be” (John 

14:3).Further, he said, Where I am going you know the 

way” (John 14:4). St Thomas responded to him saying, 

“Master, we do not know where you are going; how can 

we know the way?” (John 14:5). Our Lord answered him, 

"I am the way, the truth and the life" (John 14:6).  

 

Jesus is the Way because in him we see the Father. There 

is no other path to God than Jesus. Jesus said of himself, 

"No one comes to the Father except through me" (John 



14:6). The Fathers of the Church put it simply, “The 

deepest truth about God and the salvation of man shines 

forth in Christ, who is at the same time the mediator and 

the fullness of revelation.”1 The Scripture says, “In times 

past, God spoke in partial and various ways to our 

ancestors through the prophets; in these last days, he 

spoke to us through a Son, whom he had made heir of all 

things and through whom he created the 

universe”(Hebrews 1:1-2). “No one knows the Son except 

the Father and no one knows the Father except the Son” 

(Matthew 11:27). Illustrating this truth by using the image 

of the sheep and the Shepherd we must note that without 

the shepherd the sheep are lost in the vast wilderness of 

life. Put another way, in the great ocean of life one is lost 

who knows not that Jesus is the Way. In the ancient 

Roman empire, Christianity was known as the Way 

because it followed Jesus (Acts 9:2., 19:9). Do you know 

anyone who is searching for the right path in life? Lead 

him or her to Christ. 

 

Christ Jesus is the Truth because he is one with his words. 

St Paul writes, “The Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was 

proclaimed to you by us Silvanus and Timothy and me, 

was not "yes" and "no," but "yes" has been in him” (2 Cor 

1:19). There is no mixture of truth and untruth in him. He 

is the Truth because in him is the meaning, “the key, the 
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focal point, and the goal of life.”2 It behooves us to hang 

on to him and believe in him with all our hearts. Jesus 

says to us, “Do not let your hearts be troubled have faith 

in God, have faith also in me” (John 14:1-2). Life without 

Jesus is miserable death because such life asphyxiates 

under the dead weight of the dictatorship of guesswork 

and relativism. 

 

Jesus is the Life because in him dwells the fulness of the 

Holy Spirit, “the Lord, the giver of life.”3 He is the Life 

because he laid down his life that we may have life and 

have it in abundance (John10:10). He is the Life because 

cut off from him we die eternally (John 15:5). He is the 

vine and we are his branches (John 15:5). He is the Life 

because whoever believes in him even if he dies will live 

(John 11:15). 

 
Christ is risen! He has burst open the gates 

of hell and let the dead go free; he has 

renewed the earth through the members of 

his Church now born again in baptism, and 

has made it blossom afresh with men 

brought back to life. His Holy Spirit has 

unlocked the doors of heaven, which stand 

wide open to receive those who rise up from 

the earth. Because of Christ's resurrection the 
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thief ascends to paradise, the bodies of the 

blessed enter the holy city, and the dead are 

restored to the company of the living.4 

 

Since our Lord is the Way, the Truth and the Life, we his 

disciples are called to be like him. This is why the Second 

Reading says of us, “You are a chosen race, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, a people of his own, so that you 

may announce the praises of him who called you out of 

darkness into his wonderful light” ( 1 Peter 2:9). To live 

up to this calling “we must rid ourselves of all malice, and 

all deceit, insincerity, envy and slander” (1 Peter 2:1). 

 

 

We have the example of how the early Christians lived up 

to their calling in today's First Reading (Acts 6:1-7). At a 

point in their lives, problems arose regarding the way 

food was distributed. The Apostles and the lay members 

of the early Church resolved it by giving room for the 

ministry of diaconate to be born. Seven reputable men, 

filled with Holy Spirit were chosen. The Apostles 

ordained them as deacons to undertake the ministry of 

service while the Apostles concentrated on preaching the 

Word of God and prayer. This helped the community of 

the believers to flourish. The same is true in our parish 

Church and in our families when each one of us plays 

ones part in the ministry. This day designated Mother's 
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day, the spotlight is on our mothers. We thank the Lord 

for their faithfulness and dedication to their vocation as 

mothers.  This makes the work of the Lord who is the 

Way, the Truth and the Life shine out with splendor in our 

families and cities.  

 

 

 

 


