
4th Sunday of Easter, 3 May 2020. The Lord is my 

Shepherd. 

 

Dear brothers and sisters,  

Last Sunday’s Gospel narrated how the Risen Lord 

appeared to Cleopas and his companion, the two 

disconsolate disciples on the road to Emmaus.  Explaining 

to them from the Scripture that it was necessary that Jesus 

Christ would suffer before he entered into his glory, Jesus 

revealed himself to them in the breaking of the bread. We 

see in this, the presence of the Lord in the Scriptures, and, 

above all in the Eucharist. We conclude that the risen Lord 

is with us. The Holy Eucharist is "the pledge of his abiding 

presence.”1  

 

 This Sunday, we shall dwell on the theme; “The Lord is 

my Shepherd.” Believing that Jesus rose from the dead and 

the disciples came to know him in the breaking of the 

bread, we ask so what’s next? Is Jesus merely a prophet or 

an ordinary man that God restored to life after a crucifixion, 

death and burial?   Is this similar to the miracle Jesus 

performed with Lazarus? If so, what does that have to do 

with us?   

 

 Dear brothers and sisters, Jesus the risen Lord, is not 

merely an ordinary man or just one more religious leaders 

among many. Thomas’ exclamation, my Lord and God 
 

1 Gaudentius of Brescia). 



revealed that Jesus is God. In today’s First Reading, Peter 

said, "Let the whole house of Israel know for certain that 

God has made both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you 

crucified" (Acts 2:14). Jesus said this of himself, “The 

Father and I are one” (John 1:30). The Jews showing that 

they understood what the Lord meant, that he was equal to 

the Father, wanted to stone him, saying, “For a good work 

we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that 

thou, being a man, makest thyself God” (John 10:33, KJV). 

 

 The life of Jesus and all that he did has great significance 

for us because he is God in human form. This Sunday's 

second reading, gospel acclamation and the gospel make 

this clear when they refer to Jesus as the shepherd and 

guardian of our souls (1Peter 2:25), the Good shepherd 

(John 10:14) and the gate for the sheep (John 10:7). 

Referring to Jesus as the shepherd reveals that he is 

God.  This is clear in today's responsorial Psalm. "The Lord 

is my shepherd there is nothing I shall want" (Psalm 23:1). 

Many of us are familiar with twenty third Psalm which 

refers to God as the shepherd. Many other passages in the 

Bible refer to God as the Shepherd beginning from Genesis 

to Revelation.2 

 

 In chapters 48 and 49 of Genesis, Jacob, the father of the 

Twelve Tribes refers to God as the shepherd in several 

instances: like when he gave Joseph’s sons, Manasseh and 
 

2The Book of Revelation is also known as the Apocalypse. 



Ephraim the dignity of being numbered among the twelve 

tribes and prayed over them  this way, “May the God in 

whose presence my Fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the 

God who has been my shepherd from my birth to this 

day”(Genesis 48:15), bless these boys. In the same way, 

while praying over Joseph, Jacob addressed God saying, 

“The Mighty One of Jacob, the Shepherd, the Rock of 

Israel” (Genesis 49:24). The Book of Revelation, refers to 

Jesus as the Shepherd, saying, "For the Lamb who is in the 

center of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to 

springs of life-giving water and God will wipe away every 

tear from their eyes" (Revelation 7:17).  

 

Let us now inquire into the implication that Jesus is our 

shepherd and gate for the sheep.  Being the gate tells us that 

Jesus is the safety, protection and life of the sheep. The gate 

in ancient Jewish usage is a low circular stone wall open to 

the sky with one small opening through which the sheep 

enters into safety and goes out to the pasture for food. 

The sheep that defiantly stay outside the gate risk being lost 

or killed by predators or cold. Being our shepherd means 

that Jesus knows each one of us by name. He leads us to 

salvation. Even we walk through the valley of the shadow 

of death, we will fear no evil (Psalm 23:4) for he is always 

with us. 

 

 Because Jesus is God, everything he says and commands 

is to be embraced wholeheartedly.  Jesus cannot be 



regarded as one out of many options leading to 

salvation.  He is the way, the life and the truth. There is no 

salvation in any other name but his name.  “There is no 

salvation through anyone else, nor is there any other name 

under heaven given to the human race by which we are to 

be saved" (Acts 4:12).  This also means that the Catholic 

Church, Christ body is indispensable for salvation.  

 
The Second Vatican Council, basing itself 

upon Sacred Scripture and Tradition, teaches 

that the Church, now sojourning on earth as 

an exile, is necessary for salvation. Christ, 

present to us in His Body, which is the 

Church, is the one Mediator and the 

only way of salvation. In explicit terms 

Jesus, affirmed the necessity of faith and 

baptism (Mk. 16:16; Jn. 3.5) and thereby 

affirmed the necessity of the Church, for 

through baptism as through a door we enter 

the Church. Whosoever, therefore, knowing 

that the Catholic Church was made 

necessary by Christ, would refuse to enter or 

to remain in it, could not be saved.3 

 

May we never fail to rise and help when a soul gets 

entangled in the lie that he can work out his own salvation 

without the Church and the Christ. May we not hesitate to 

help one who thinks that he can reinvent the wheel by 

 
3 Vatican Council II, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, Lumen Gentium 14. 



trying to be his own Bible, Magisterium and sole authority 

in the matters of salvation. 

 

 We must also rise and defend the truth when someone 

speaks as Governor Cuomo New York did last week. The 

governor said that he and his co-workers brought down the 

numbers of death and infections caused by corona virus 

and it was not God nor faith that did it. That was an 

abysmal misunderstanding of God. God is God. He is not 

one of the many agents that can help or hinder.  He is the 

premise of our existence. “He is the creative ground in 

which and through which all finite things exist and 

operate.”4 Without him, we can do nothing (John 15:5). “It 

is in him we live and move and have our being” (Acts 

17:28). “The risen Lord is in the fullest sense the shepherd 

who leads, through death, to the path of life. The Good 

Shepherd does both: he offers up his life, and he goes 

before. Indeed, the offering up of his life is the going 

before. It is through these actions that he leads us. It is 

through these actions that he opens the door onto the vast 

panorama of reality.”5 Blessed indeed are we for the Lord 

who is our Shepherd came that we might have life and have 

it more abundantly (John 10:10).   

 

 

 
4 Robert Barron, Word of Fire Ministries. 
5 ] Benedict XVI, Jesus of Nazareth Part II From Entrance into Jerusalem to the Resurrection (San Francisco: 

Ignatius Press, 2011), p.151. 


