
THE LORD IS RISEN  

 

"Do not be afraid! I know that you are seeking Jesus 

the crucified. He is not here, for he has been raised 

just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay" 

(Matthew 28:5-6). 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, it is true that we are not 

physically gathered together to worship God in our 

Church as we normally do during this time. But we 

are not faraway from each other either because our 

hearts are united in God. Not space nor time nor virus 

can separate us spiritually from one another.  Nothing 

can separate US from the love of God in Christ Jesus 

(Romans 8:39).   

 

This Night of the Easter vigil we await with joyful 

hope and undaunting faith the resurrection of the 

Lord.  What makes this Night so special? This is the 

Night that brings us to the day of resurrection, the first 

day of the week. The song of praise, the Exultet 

that we sing as soon as we enter the Church with 

paschal candle, says it all,  

 



This is the Night of which it is written: 

Night shall be as bright as day, dazzling 

is this Night for me, and full of gladness. 

The sanctifying power of this Night 

dispels all wickedness, washes  away all 

faults , restores innocence to the fallen, 

and gives  joy to mourners, drives out 

hatred, fosters concord, and brings 

down the mighty.1   

 

Again, why is this Night so special? “It is the Night 

when Christ broke the prison-bars of death, and rose 

victorious from the underworld.”2  The four Gospels 

speak of the resurrection of the Lord. In the according 

to St Luke, one of the two angels guarding the tomb 

of the Lord posed this question to the terrified and 

disconsolate women who had come to anoint the body 

of the Lord, "Why do you seek the living one among 

the dead?" (Luke 24:5).   Continuing, he said, “He is 

not here, but he has been raised. Remember what he 

said to you while he was still in Galilee, that the Son 

of Man must be handed over to sinners and be 

crucified, and rise on the third day" (Luke 24:6-7). 

   

 
1 Exsultet, The Easter proclamation on the Easter Vigil. 
2 Ibid. 



"Do not be afraid! I know that you are seeking Jesus 

the crucified. He is not here, for he has been raised 

just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay" 

(Matthew 28:5-6). Dear brothers and sisters, as we 

read the passion narrative on Good Friday, do you 

remember the feeling of triumph of darkness over 

light, triumph of death over life?  That day ended on 

a sorrowful note, "They took the body of Jesus and 

bound it with burial clothes along with the spices, 

according to the Jewish burial custom. "Now in the 

place where he had been crucified there was a garden, 

and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had 

yet been buried. So, they laid Jesus there because of 

the Jewish preparation day; for the tomb was close 

by" (John 19:40-41). In other words, our LORD died 

and was buried in the tomb in the garden. But the 

good news of Easter is that death does not have the 

last word! The Lord conquered death and rose 

victorious. Please note that the word "garden" is 

mentioned frequently from the garden of Gethsemane 

to the garden near Golgotha where our Lord was 

buried. Which brings to mind the garden in which the 

First Adam and Eve succumbed to the tempter and 

brought death onto the human race. Christ, the second 

Adam. defeated the tempter. By submitting to will of 



the Father even unto death on the cross, Christ 

won eternal redemption for the human race and the all 

of creation. 

 

Is there a time in your life that you cry out for help 

and it seems that God is not near? Do you sometimes 

feel that you have reached the end of your strength 

and your situation seems hopeless? The resurrection 

of our Lord tells us DO NOT BE AFRAID!  DO NOT 

DESPAIR!    God is greater than our problems. Love 

is stronger than death. The Lord is risen that makes 

all the difference in the world. If Christ did not rise, 

“We are the most pitiable people of all” (1 

Corinthians 15:19). 

 

 

The Easter readings tell the story of God's salvation. 

They show the all-loving God who made us in his 

image and likeness walks with us every step of the 

way. He assures us, "Though the mountains leave 

their place and the hills be shaken, my love shall 

never leave you nor my covenant of peace be shaken, 

says the LORD, who has mercy on you" (Isaiah 

54:10).  

 



Dear brothers and sisters may the risen Lord approach 

each one of us with the weapon of his victory hold our 

hands and say as he said to Adam and Eve, "Awake, 

O sleeper, and rise from the dead, and Christ will give 

you light.”3  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 
3 Ancient Homily on Holy Saturday, The Lord descends into hell.  in the Office of the Readings of the Holy Saturday. 


