
4th Sunday of Lent, March 22, 2020. Laetare Sunday. 
 

Lord open my eyes that I may know you and see the wonders of your 

love 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

Last Sunday we dwelled on the theme letting our thirsts meet with the 
thirst of God. Using the examples of the thirst of Israelite community on 

the road to the Promised Land, the thirst of the Samaritan woman at the 

well and the insatiable yearnings of our hearts, we came to the conclusion 
that we are thirsty but not just for material things but for God, the Infinite 

One.  The other side of the equation and more importantly is that God 

himself is thirsting for our faith and our salvation. Letting our thirst meet 
with his means opening our hearts to him for he is the end of all our quests 

and yearnings.  He alone satisfies and quenches our thirst completely. 

This Sunday known as Laetare Sunday, we are presented with the theme 
of light and seeing. This naturally flows from the theme of the last Sunday.  

God is thirsting for us and we are thirsting for God.  The Psalmist put our 

thirst for God in most eloquent terms: “As the deer longs for streams of 
water, so my soul longs for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, the living 

God. When can I enter and see the face of God?” (Psalm 42: 2-3). 

 
 Dear brothers and sisters, Where and how can we come face to face with 

the One for whom our heart yearns, the one for whom we thirst and who 

thirsts for us?  Who can open our eyes that we may see him?  
The twenty third psalm answers these questions this way. “The LORD is 

my shepherd; I shall not want. Beside restful waters he leads me; he 
refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right path for his name sake” 

(Psalm 23:1-3). The Lord clearly said, “I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of 
life”(John 8:12). God is the one who leads us to himself, the fountain of 

the living water. God is the light. This made the Psalmist utter this 

intriguing prayer, “With you is the fountain of life, and in your light we 
see light”(Psalm 36:10). 

 



 As we can see in the first reading today, Samuel was not able on his own 
to discover the one the Lord chose to be the king of his people. The Lord 

lead him to Jesse’s house and pointed David out to him. Left to Samuel 

alone, he would have anointed the wrong person and thereby plunged the 
whole nation into chaos and darkness of inept leadership. 

 

In the gospel, the man born blind could not see until the Lord in a 
sacramental and miraculous way opened his eyes.  The Lord Jesus mixed 

saliva with clay, anointed the man’s eyes with it and sent him to wash in 

the pool of Siloam.1  Our Lord brought this healing to the climax by 
leading the man to Himself, the Savior of the world. Owing to controversy 

that erupted after the Lord opened the eyes of this dear man, the authorities 

threw the man out. Our Lord found him and said to him, “Do you believe 
in the Son of Man?” (John 9:36). The man asked, “Who is he, sir, that I 

may believe in him?”  At that moment the Lord said to him, “You have 

seen him and the one speaking with you is he” (John 9:37). The healed 
man without any hesitation, said, “I do believe, Lord,” and he worshiped 

him” ( John 9:38). 

 
This miracle, the sixth of the seven signs in the gospel according to John 

is double. The first miracle was that the man received his physical sight. 

The second and greater miracle was that he came to know Jesus, the Son 
of Man as God. That was why he worshipped Jesus. 

 

One cannot miss the profound baptismal imagery in this episode. There 
was blindness from birth representing birth into the Original sin, there was 

anointing, washing, enlightening and being sent. Here we have a summary 
of the RCIA process leading to mystagogy ( understanding and living the 

mystery of Christian life). Once baptized, the darkness of Original sin is 

washed away and the baptized is made holy and equipped for mission. 
“Now you have had yourselves washed, you were sanctified, you were 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God” 

(1 Corinthians 6:11).  
 

1 The saliva of the Lord mixed with  clay  symbolize the union of divinity and humanity in Christ through which he 

healed the world of its blindness of sin. 



 
That man born blind represents every man. St Paul spoke clearly of this 

in the Letter to the Ephesians, “Brothers and sisters: You were once 

darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light, for 
light produces every kind of goodness and righteousness and truth. Try to 

learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the fruitless works of 

darkness, rather expose them” (Ephesians 5:8-11). St Theophilus of 
Antioch puts it similarly in the book he addressed to Autolycus, 

 
 No one who has sin within him can see God. But if you 

will you can be healed. Hand yourself over to the doctor, 

and he will open the eyes of your mind and heart. Who is 

to be the doctor? It is God, who heals and gives life 

through his Word and wisdom.2 

 

In these days of Corona virus pandemic, may we never forget that it is in 
the light of God that we see light. As we do our part of washing off any 

germs or stains of sin, may the Lord open our eyes that we may know him 

and love him more and more as he loves us. 

 

 
2 Theophilus of Antioch, bishop, To Autolycus: Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see God in the Liturgy 

of the Hours, Wednesday of the 3rd Sunday of Lent. 

 


