From Prayer to Peace to Justice

The Vineyard and Our Inheritance

My brothers and sisters, we return once more this week to the image of the vineyard. In the
Gospel, the owner plants it with great care. He sets a hedge around it, digs a wine press, and
builds a watchtower. Then he leases it to tenants and trusts them with it. Notice what that
vineyard is. It is a gift. It was never theirs to own, only theirs to tend. And that is our story too.
The kingdom of God has been entrusted to us: our families, our parish, our neighbors, and the
whole good earth. We are tenants of a great inheritance. Saint Francis, whose feast we keep
today, was a tenant who tended God’s gifts with joy, and he shows us how to care for what God
has given us. The tenants forgot this. When the owner sent servants to receive the fruit, they beat
one, killed another, and stoned a third. In the end, they killed the owner’s own son. And Jesus
warns us: “the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a nation producing the
fruits of it.” So the question for us is hard. What kind of tenants will we be? Thanks be to God,
Saint Paul gives us a better way in the second reading. It starts not with grasping or fear, but with
prayer. That way begins on our knees. First, prayer. Then peace. Then justice.

Prayer at Home Opens the Door

Listen to Paul: “Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” Have no anxiety. Now, Paul isn’t
saying this because life is easy. He’s writing in hard times. He says it because he knows what
anxiety does to us. It makes us clutch and hoard. It makes us suspicious of one another. | think
that’s what happened in the vineyard. The tenants were so afraid of losing what they had that
they lost their very selves. Prayer is the doorway out of that fear. And it doesn’t have to be grand.
For our families, it might be a simple grace around the table, with the phones put away. It might
be a parent tracing the sign of the cross on a child’s forehead before sleep. For our seniors,
who’ve prayed through more storms than most of us, it might be the rosary in the quiet of the
morning, or a few minutes of silence with the Lord. You’ve taught us by your example that
prayer is never wasted time. It’s where trust takes root. Notice, too, that Paul says “with
thanksgiving.” We don’t pray only with our needs. We pray with gratitude for the inheritance
we’ve been given. A grateful heart doesn’t grab. It opens its hands. So here’s my first invitation.
Make your home a house of prayer. Start there, because that’s the doorway. And now let’s see
what waits on the other side: peace.



Peace Is the Fruit of Prayer

Paul goes on: “And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus.” This is the peace that comes through prayer. It’s not just the absence of
conflict. It’s a peace that guards the heart like a guard at the gate. It doesn’t depend on our
circumstances, which is why it “passes all understanding.” Now, we often hear the slogan, “No
justice, no peace.” | understand the cry behind those words. It comes from real wounds and real
wrongs, and we should never ignore them. But today 1’d like to offer the other side of that coin:
no peace, no justice. Think again of the tenants. They had no peace within, so they brought
violence to everyone who came to them. Restless hearts don’t build just communities. When
we’re anxious, angry, and afraid, it’s too easy to see people as obstacles. But a heart at rest in
God is free. Free to give. Free to forgive. Free to see the person in front of us as a brother or
sister, not a threat. Prayer leads to peace, and peace is the fruit God wants to see in the vineyard.
But peace isn’t a place to rest. It’s where the work begins, and the work is justice.

Peace Moves Us to Justice

Now, having prayed and having received peace, it is time to act. I’ve talked with you often about
what so many of our neighbors face: suffering, injustice, and inequality. There are families who
can’t make ends meet, seniors who are alone, strangers who aren’t welcome, and children who
go without. We can’t pray for them on Sunday and then look away on Monday. The Lord is
looking for fruit. And Paul tells us where to look. “Whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.” Let’s connect these
values to the people the Lord loves most. Whatever is true: truth speaks for the voiceless.
Whatever is honorable: honor protects the dignity of the poor, who are made in God’s image like
all of us. Whatever is: justice makes room at the table for the stranger. Whatever is pure: purity is
an undivided heart that can’t be bought and never uses the vulnerable for gain. Whatever is
lovely and gracious: mercy, patience, and kindness toward the weak are the most beautiful things
in the world.

Jesus tells us how we will be judged: “I was hungry, and you gave me food; | was a stranger and
you welcomed me.” Whatever we do for the least of these, we do for him. Saint Francis, whose
feast we keep today, was a tenant who tended God’s gifts with joy, and he shows us what faithful
stewardship looks like. He prayed so deeply that he found peace with all that God made. He
called the sun his brother and the moon his sister. Francis reminds us that the vineyard isn’t only
people. It’s the soil, the water, the air, and every living creature. We’re tenants of creation too.
The cry of the earth and the cry of the poor are often the same, because the poor are the first to
suffer when the earth is wounded. Pope Francis gave us Laudato Si’, and our current Holy
Father, Pope Leo, calls us to keep hearing what Francis heard. To ignore the cry of the earth or
the cry of the poor is to ignore the Lord who gave us both. So let our prayer lead to peace, and let
our peace lead to a just care for God’s creation. Now, here’s where the Church asks us to be
responsible citizens. In the days ahead, we have the chance to vote. Whether you walk into the
polling place or mail in your ballot, do it peacefully and prayerfully. And ask yourself: can | vote
for leaders who live out the values we hear in Paul’s letter today? Leaders who are truthful,
honorable, and who care for the poor, the vulnerable, and the earth we share? 1I’m not here to tell
you whom to vote for. That’s between you and God, with a well-formed conscience. But | am



telling you not to sit it out. The vineyard is entrusted to us, and a faithful tenant takes part. So be
encouraged. You’re not doing this alone. You do it from a place of prayer, with the peace of God
guarding your heart.

Go in Peace, Seek Justice

So where does this leave us? Let us gather it all together. We have been given a great
inheritance, and the Lord asks for fruit. The way to that fruit is clear. Through prayer we come to
peace, and through peace we are sent to justice: justice for the poor and vulnerable, and a just
care for all God has made. This week, let me ask two simple things of you. At home, choose one
moment each day to pray together, join a rosary group, or pray alone if you are on your own.
Then, beyond your home, take one concrete step for the poor and vulnerable, and one for God’s
creation, as Saint Francis would. And make your voice heard at the ballot box. Do not be afraid.
The One who planted this vineyard has not abandoned it. The stone the builders rejected has
become the cornerstone, and He is with us. On this feast of Saint Francis, let us make his prayer
our own: “Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where
there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy.” And so, as we go forth to seek justice, |
leave you with the words of Saint Paul: “And the peace of God, which passes all understanding,
will keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” Go in peace. Seek justice. Amen

Fr. Stephan Brow, SVD



