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What the World Needs Now Is Forgiveness Introduction: What the World Needs Now  
 
In 1965, in the midst of the long and painful war in Vietnam, a young American singer, Jackie DeShannon, 
gave the world a song many of us still know by heart: "What the world needs now is love, sweet love." It 
was a simple song, but it spoke a truth people longed to hear that in a time of war, fear, and loss, there must 
be another way to live.  
 
More than sixty years later, we hear those words more urgently. What does our world need now? We look at 
wars raging across continents, nations too often choosing violence over dialogue. We see families fleeing 
poverty and violence, looking for safety for their children. We see immigrants and legal migrants, once wel-
comed, now living in fear, stripped of status, separated from loved ones, deported into uncertainty. We see 
the growth of mistrust and division. Hatred, racism, classism, and misogyny still denying dignity to people 
made in the image of God.  
 
Neighbors treat one another not as brothers and sisters, but as threats to be removed. And even the Church 
is not immune. Some of us long for a Church that more visibly includes all the baptized. Others fear that in 
seeking inclusion we may lose the traditions that have nourished generations of Catholics. These questions 
matter and must be discussed honestly and prayerfully. But whenever our disagreements cause us to dismiss 
or despise one another, we have forgotten whose Church this is. It is Christ's Church, and Christ came not to 
divide the human family, but to gather it into one.  
 
So yes, what the world needs now is love, sweet love. But today's Scriptures go deeper. Love is not just a 
feeling. Love has a costly and demanding name. That name is forgiveness. Forgiveness that does not deny 
evil, excuse injustice, or pretend wounds do not matter. Forgiveness that tells the truth, seeks justice, pro-
tects the vulnerable, and yet refuses to surrender the human heart to hatred. 
 

 
 
 



Mercy Without Limit  
In today's Gospel, Peter asks Jesus a question that sounds generous to us: "Lord, how often shall my brother 
sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?" Peter believes seven is a high number surely 
enough, surely a limit. But Jesus answers, "I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven." He is not 
asking Peter to keep a larger notebook, forgiving 490 times before unleashing anger on the 491st. Seventy 
times seven means without counting. Mercy and love cannot be rationed out. Disciples of Jesus must become 
people whose lives are marked by forgiveness.  
 
Then Jesus tells the parable of the servant who owes the king an impossible debt one he could never repay in 
ten lifetimes. Yet the king, moved with pity, forgives the whole debt. That same servant then finds a fellow 
servant who owes him a small amount, grabs him by the throat, and demands payment. He will not show the 
mercy he has just received.  
 
 
The parable is uncomfortable because we recognize ourselves in it. We come before God carrying debts we 
cannot repay selfishness, pride, harsh judgments, failures to love. And God meets us with mercy. In the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation, in every Eucharist, in every sincere prayer for pardon, God does not grab us by the 
throat. God opens his arms.  
 
Psalm 103 sings of this mercy: "The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love... As far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us." God does not 
merely tolerate us. He removes our sins and gives us a new beginning.  
 
Sirach makes the challenge plain: "Wrath and anger are hateful things, yet the sinner hugs them tight." Some-
times we hold anger as though it protects us rehearsing the injury, replaying the conversation, refusing to let 
the one who hurt us "get away with it." But Sirach asks, "Could anyone refuse mercy to another like himself, 
can he seek pardon for his own sins?" How can we kneel before a merciful God while closing our hearts to 
those around us? Forgiveness begins by receiving mercy.  
 
Before we can forgive someone else, we need to remember how much God has forgiven in us. And notice this: 
in a few minutes we will pray the words Jesus himself taught us  "Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us." Immediately after teaching that prayer, Jesus explains it: "If you forgive others 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses" (Matthew 6:14-15).  
 
Seventy times seven is not an abstract number from an old parable. It is the measure we ask God to use on us, 
this morning, in the very prayer we are about to pray together. 
 
Forgiveness Tested by Memory,  Twenty-Five Years After 9/11  
This week we remember the twenty-fifth anniversary of September 11, 2001  a day permanently etched in 
memory. I remember exactly what I did that day, that morning making coffee as I watched the towers being 
hit.  We remember the towers falling, the names read, the families shattered, the first responders who ran to-
ward danger while others ran away. We remember the courage of firefighters, police officers, chaplains, and 
ordinary citizens. We remember the passengers of Flight 93. We remember a nation grieving  and also some-
thing else.  
 
In the days after, people reached across lines that had once divided them. People gave blood. Neighbors 
checked on neighbors. Churches filled. For a moment, grief made us aware that we belonged to one another. 
Yet twenty-five years later, we must ask: what happened to that spirit? How did shared sorrow give way again 
to suspicion and division? How did fear become a reason to judge whole communities? Forgiveness does not 
mean forgetting September 11. We must never forget the lives lost or the courage displayed. It does not mean 
denying evil or abandoning justice those responsible must be held accountable, and victims must be cared for. 
 

 
 



But forgiveness means that evil will not have the final word in us. It means the violence done to us will not 
make us people of violence. It means we refuse to blame an entire people, religion, or nation for the sins of 
some. Jesus, who was betrayed, falsely accused, and crucified, did not deny the evil done to him. Yet from the 
cross he prayed, "Father, forgive them." That prayer did not call evil good. It revealed that God's love is 
stronger than evil. Perhaps that is the question for us on this anniversary: What wound have I allowed to be-
come a weapon? Whom have I placed beyond mercy? Jesus does not minimize our pain. But he calls us to 
bring it to him, so that pain may become compassion rather than contempt.  
 
Forgiveness Lived in a Broken World  
Forgiveness begins in the heart, but it cannot remain there. It must move outward into the way we speak, vote, 
serve, welcome, and live. In a world at war, Christians must be voices for peace praying for civilians, for chil-
dren, for leaders who have the power to choose a path other than destruction. Forgiveness does not mean ig-
noring aggression. It means insisting that dialogue, diplomacy, and human dignity are signs of faith, not weak-
ness. In the face of migrants and refugees, forgiveness calls us to see human beings before we see labels. Na-
tions have a responsibility for just laws, but the Gospel will not let us speak of immigrants as statistics or ene-
mies. They are mothers, fathers, children, workers ð people fleeing hunger, violence, and despair. When legal 
status is stripped away and families live in fear, the Church must remember the Holy Family: Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph themselves fled violence and became refugees in Egypt. The Christian question is not "What do they 
deserve?" but "How do we recognize Christ in them?" Jesus says, "I was a stranger and you welcomed me."  
 
And within the Church, forgiveness calls us to resist making enemies of one another. There are Catholics who 
cherish tradition and reverence; we should not mock them. There are Catholics who call for greater welcome 
and inclusion; we should not dismiss them. We need each other roots deep in the faith handed down to us, and 
branches reaching outward in welcome and mission.  
 
We may not agree on every question, but we are not permitted to stop loving one another, or to use the Eucha-
rist, the sacrament of unity, as an excuse for contempt. Forgiveness in the world begins close to home  at the 
kitchen table, in the phone call we've avoided, the apology we need to make, the grudge we need to release. It 
begins when we listen before we assume, and pray for the person we find most difficult. And when forgiveness 
feels impossible, we should be honest with God: "Lord, I want to forgive, but I cannot do this on my own. 
Give me the desire. Give me the strength." God can work with that prayer.  
 
A Return to Love 
So perhaps the song from 1965 still speaks to us: what the world needs now is love, sweet love. But today's 
Scriptures teach us what that love looks like. Love looks like the king who forgives an unpayable debt. Love 
looks like Psalm 103: merciful, gracious, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love. Love looks like refusing 
to hug tightly the wrath that poisons our souls. Love looks like remembering the grief of September 11 without 
letting grief become hatred. Love looks like praying for peace in a world at war, defending the dignity of mi-
grants, and refusing to let political or Church divisions destroy our communion.  
 
This week, take one concrete step. Make the phone call. Write the note. Offer the apology. Pray by name for 
someone who has hurt you. Or, if you are the one who caused harm, have the courage to say, "I am sorry. 
Please forgive me." We do this not because forgiveness is easy, but because we belong to the One who has for-
given us everything. As far as east is from west, God has removed our sins from us. May that mercy flow 
through us into our families, our parish, our nation, and our wounded world. What the world needs now is for-
giveness, and a return to love. May it begin with us. Amen. 
 

         Rev. Fr. Stephan Brown, SVD 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

From a letter by Saint Peter Claver, Priest 
 
 
To preach the Gospel to the poor, to heal the broken-hearted, to proclaim pardon to captives 
 
Yesterday, May 30, 1627, on the feast of the Most Holy Trinity, numerous blacks, brought from the 
rivers of Africa, disembarked from a large ship. Carrying two baskets of oranges, lemons, sweet bis-
cuits, and I know not what else, we hurried toward them. When we approached their quarters, we 
thought we were entering another Guinea. We had to force our way through the crowd until we 
reached the sick. Large numbers of the sick were lying on the wet ground or rather in puddles of 
mud. To prevent excessive dampness, someone had thought of building up a mound with a mixture 
of tiles and broken pieces of bricks. This, then, was their couch, a very uncomfortable one not only 
for that reason, but especially because they were naked, without any clothing to protect them. 
 
We laid aside our cloaks, therefore, and brought from a warehouse whatever was handy to build a 
platform. In that way we covered a space to which we at last transferred the sick, by forcing a pas-
sage through bands of slaves. Then we divided the sick into two groups: one group my companion 
approached with an interpreter, while I addressed the other group. There were two blacks, nearer 
death than life, already cold, whose pulse could scarcely be detected. With the help of a tile, we 
pulled some live coals together and placed them in the middle near the dying men. Into this fire we 
tossed aromatics. Of these we had two wallets full, and we used them all up on this occasion. Then, 
using our own cloaks, for they had nothing of this sort, and to ask the owners for others would have 
been a waste of words, we provided for them a smoke treatment, by which they seemed to recover 
their warmth and the breath of life. The joy in their eyes as they looked at us was something to see. 
 
This was how we spoke to them, not with words but with our hands and our actions. And in fact, 
convinced as they were that they had been brought here to be eaten, any other language would have 
proved utterly useless. Then we sat, or rather knelt, beside them and bathed their faces and bodies 
with wine. We made every effort to encourage them with friendly gestures and displayed in their 
presence the emotions which somehow naturally tend to hearten the sick. 
 
After this we began an elementary instruction about baptism, that is, the wonderful effects of the sac-
rament on body and soul. When by their answers to our questions they showed they had sufficiently 
understood this, we went on to a more extensive instruction, namely, about the one God, who re-
wards and punishes each one according to his merit, and the rest. We asked them to make an act of 
contrition and to manifest their detestation of their sins. Finally, when they appeared sufficiently pre-
pared, we declared to them the mysteries of the Trinity, the Incarnation and the Passion. Showing 
them, Christ fastened to the cross, as he is depicted on the baptismal font on which streams of blood 
flow down from his wounds, we led them in reciting an act of contrition in their own language. 
 

 
         
        



 

  

 

 

 

ÄÚāW⅍ Ì.Ŋ ÚĞā W^.āÄŊ W^ý.āĖ^W ā^ċĖ «Ð ^Ľ^āÄ.ċĖ«Ðz ý^.P^ 
 

Sep 13  ~  John Smith, Maxine Petties, Julius L. Wilson 

Sep 14  ~  Michael Johnson, Johnette Denton 

Sep 15  ~  James Wadley, Lottie Davis, Ruby Reid, Myrtle Boone 

Sep 16  ~  John Williams, Samuel Buford  

Sep 17  ~  Orleans P. Knox, Henrietta Stallworth, Louis Babin, Ardwina Huddleston, 

         Edna Gilliam, Roy Rainey, Walter Johnson, Jr., Sarah Brown, Charles G. 

         Hoof, Sr. 

Sep 18  ~  Phillip Locke, Orrin W. Pickett, Margaret S. McAnulty, James Lewis, Sr., 

         Sullivan Young 

Sep 19  ~  Katie Gardner, Elsie Savare, Michael Brown 

 
 

Prayer for Healingé 

 
 
 
 
Monique Rodgersñ9/13 
Patrick Carpenter, Shirley Whiteñ9/14 
Ruby Wharton, Thallus Willusññ9/15 
William Mossñ9/16 
Maurice Varnado, Sr.ñ9/17 
Brannon Hobbs, Arianne Walterñ9/18 
Sheila Watersñ9/19 
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ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŎŀƭƭΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻƴ ȅƻǳΦ 

Next Sundayôs Readingsï September 20, 2026 

Isaiah 55:6-9  
Philippians 1:20c-24,27a  
Matthew 20:1-16  

PRAYER  CORNER 

Holy Spirit, please guide me  in every step 

I take this week. Show me the way that 

You have prepared for me. In my uncer-

tainty, I know that You are constant. 

Help me to trust Your timing even when I 

canõt see the big picture. In Jesusõ name, 

Amen.  



 

Men of St. Augustine, you are invited to join us for Menôs Bible Study every Thursday at 6:00pm 
via conference call.  The number to dial in is (978) 990-5000. The access code is 136842#.   
 
St. Augustine Alumni Meet & Greet ï September 19ðCalling all former students and graduates 
of St. Anthony, St. Thomas, Memphis Catholic, and Father Bertrand! The St. Augustine 90th Anni-
versary Committee invites you to an Alumni Meet & Greet on Saturday, September 19, from 2:00ï
3:30 p.m. in the W.P. Porter Gym. Come reconnect with old friends, rekindle memories, enjoy food 
and fellowship, and help us identify class representatives and share ideas for activities as we contin-
ue celebrating St. Augustineôs 90th Anniversary. All former graduates and students are welcome! 
For more information, call 901-774-2297 
 
OCIA - Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Faith formation for adults looking to learn about the Catholic Church and seeking a deeper relation-
ship with God in their lifelong journey in faith will meet after 10AM Mass September 20 at 
11:45AM in a designated classroom in the school.  If you are an individual 18 years old and up who 
is non-baptized, baptized in another Christian tradition, or a baptized Catholic who never received 
First Holy Communion and/or Confirmation please consider attending. 
 
Have you ever wanted to be more involved in your Church?  Here is your opportunity.  We need 
more sacristans. It is a rewarding role in the Church. If you are interested in becoming a sacristan, 
please contact the Church office at 774-2297.  
   
Several ladies of the parish have inquired about purchasing a Well Womenôs Witness Workbook. To 

purchase, go to www.oraclereligious.com.  Select shop now and choose the Well Women Witness 

Workbook to purchase. 
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Saturday, 9/12  Mass at 4:00pm 

Sunday, 9/13   Mass at 10:00am 

Monday, 9/14   Mass at 12:00pm 

Wednesday, 9/16  Mass at 12:00pm 

Thursday, 9/17  Mass at 12:00pm 

Saturday, 9/19  Mass at 4:00pm 

Sunday, 9/20   Mass at 10:00am 

Monday, 9/21   Mass at 12:00pm 

Wednesday, 9/23  Mass at 12:00pm 

Thursday, 9/24  Mass at 12:00pm 

Saturday, 9/26  Mass at 4:00pm 

Sunday, 9/27   Mass at 10:00am 

Monday, 9/28   Mass at 12:00pm 

Wednesday, 9/30  Mass at 12:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. AUGUSTINEôS BEREAVEMENT MINSTRY 

 

 

 

St. Augustine Family, 

 
We are now two months into Fiscal Year 26-27, and we need to be transparent regarding our  
bereavement ministry. We currently have 4 collections annually for bereavement. This will be cut to 
only two collections during the year. Our bereavement committee no longer purchases or prepares the 
food for repasts. This was not an easy decision. The reason is because our community is getting  
older, ailments are becoming more prominent, and it has become overwhelming for those who are 
volunteering to prepare the food. However, our committee stays committed by assisting licensed  
caterers hired by the family, by continuing to serve the bereaved, family and friends in any capacity 
they are needed. You are probably wondering why we are still asking for two collections in the year 
if we do not purchase and prepare the food.  We still have to purchase tablecloths, cutlery, plates, 
cups, condiments, decorations, sternos, and any extras needed for the repast services in addition to 
cleaning fees. We all know that costs are not decreasing but increasing and that can be very costly for 
an average number of repast attendees at well over 100.  Over the years, many of our parishioners 
have opted to cater their own repasts, because it was what they wanted to do for their family. So to 
give you some insight regarding our expenses they have been included beginning with FY 22-23 
through FY 25-26. 
 
  FY 22-23 Deaths ï 15  Expenses -   $1,735.00 
 
  FY 23-24 Deaths ï 14  Expenses -   $1,897.00 
 
  FY 24-25 Deaths ï 17  Expenses -   $2,221.00 
 
  FY 25-26 Deaths ï 12  Expenses -   $1,849.00 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pray 90 Rosaries for Our 90th Anniversary 
 
October is the Month of the Holy Rosary, with the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary celebrated on Oc-
tober 7. In honor of St. Augustine Catholic Churchôs 90th Anniversary, we invite every parishioner to 
join us in a special spiritual challenge: pray the Rosary 90 times during the month of Octoberð
approximately three Rosaries each day. 
 
To help us reach this goal, guided Rosary prayer will be offered daily by phone at 7:00 a.m., 1:00 
p.m., and 8:00 p.m.Someone will be on the prayer line at each scheduled time to lead the Rosary.  
Call-in information is listed below. 
 

7am & 1pm 
Dial-in: 267-807-9611 
Access Code - 891825# 

8 pm  
Dial-in: 1-978-990-5404 
Access Code:  5182340 
 
You may also pray the Rosary on your own or with family and friends. Individual prayer cards will be 
available to help you keep track of your 90 Rosaries, along with instructions for anyone who would 
like guidance on how to pray the Rosary. 
 
Blessed Rosary beads will be available September 26th and 27th. 
 
As we celebrate 90 years of faith, let us come together in prayerð90 years, 90 Rosariesð
Remembering the Past, Embracing the Present, and Stepping Boldly into the future. 



VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED 

In our faith, we use many different sacred vessels. One of these vessels is called a ñpurificatorò.   

They are mostly made from linen or linen/cotton blend.  Over the years, we have had several  

volunteers launder and press them in preparation for the weekend Masses.  Just to give some insight, 

we use approximately 40 purificators per month.  We currently have only 1 volunteer who takes the 

purificators home now and we are in need of other committed volunteers.  It is a sacred process but a 

rewarding one. If you are interested, please call the Church office at 774-2297. 






