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Dear brothers and sisters, 
The gospel of last Sunday tells a story of a scholar of the law who asked our Lord what must one do 

to inherit eternal life (Luke 10:25). The Lord took him to the  Word of God, specifically, the  Law 

(i.e., Torah), and asked him what was written there (Luke 10:26).The scholar responded with both 

Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18, which read,"You shall love the Lord, your God with all your 

heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as 

yourself 

"(Luke 10:27). Affirming that the scholar answered correctly, the Lord gave him the example of his 

own life told as the parable of the Good Samaritan. By so doing, our Lord answered the question who 

is my neighbor and how can I show him love. 
  
Continuing the theme of the love of God and neighbor this Sunday, the Word of God presents us with 

the indispensable virtue of hospitality to God and man.  Hence, our homily today will center 

on Welcoming God into our Home. We see shining examples of this in the way Abraham and Sarah 

welcomed three strangers and in the way Mary and Martha welcomed Jesus in their homes. 
 

Who were those strangers Abraham welcomed?  From the perspective of Abraham, he saw three men 

(Genesis 18:2). In reality, however, they were not men. The three strangers were comprised of God 

and two angels. It could also be that what Abraham saw was a theophany of the Trinity. On what 

authority can we refer to Abraham’s visitors as God and the angels? It is on the authority of the Word 

of God. For example, the very first verse of our first reading passage stated, “The LORD appeared to 

Abraham by the oak of Mamre, as he sat in the entrance of his tent, while the day was growing hot” 

(Genesis 18:1) In Abraham’s eyes the three visitors whom he welcomed into his home and offered 

food and drink were three people just as the Son of God who took on human flesh looked perfectly 

like man but he is  in fact true God and true man. Revealing further the identity of those three 

mysterious beings, the thirteenth and fourteenth verses of our passage noted,  
 
The LORD said to Abraham: “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really bear a child, old 

as I am? Is anything too marvelous for the LORD to do? At the appointed time, about this 

time next year, I will return to you, and Sarah will have a son”(Genesis 18:13-14).  
  
This means that one of the three visitors, who made the statement above to Abraham is God (Genesis 

18:9). Wondering or perhaps being somewhat skeptical on how a woman who had passed her child 

bearing age could conceive, Sarah the wife of Abraham laughed, because she was ninety years old. 

That skepticism on the part of Sarah did not last long. She became pregnant and had a son named 

Isaac when she was ninety-one and Abraham one hundred years. What is more, Abraham got the 

opportunity and the privilege to intercede for the sinful twin cities of Sodom and Gomorrah where 

Lot his nephew was residing. All these fell on Abraham lap, because he welcomed three unknown 

persons. 
 

Using the hospitality of Abraham [our Father in faith] as a point of reference, the Word of God 

counsels us, “Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect hospitality, for through it some have 

unknowingly entertained angels (Hebrew 13:1-2). 
  
Now, let’s turn to the story of Mary and Martha in the gospel. This evidently was the family of 

Lazarus from Bethany whom the Lord raised from death (John 11:1, 12:2-3). The two sisters together 



with their brother Lazarus welcomed the Lord into their home.  In order to show hospitality to the 

Lord, Martha became quite busy with preparing and serving the food and drink.  She had a lot to do. 

Feeling burdened by this, she had to tell God what to do!  On Mary’s part, she sat at the feet of the 

Lord and listened to him speak.  The expression sitting at the feet of the Lord means that Mary 

became a disciple of the Lord.  Hence, not only that Mary like Martha welcomed the Lord into their 

home, Mary went a step further, she opened her heart to our Lord. Is there anything we can do for 

God and for our salvation greater than that? No, that is why our Lord said to Martha, “Martha, 

Martha, you are anxious and worried about many things. There is need of only one thing. Mary has 

chosen the better part, and it will not be taken from her” (Luke 11: 41-42). Mary listened to the Lord. 

Dear brothers and sisters that is a priority.  
  
When the Lord praised Mary’s choice, did it mean that Martha did not have any merit? In other 

words, would this mean that when next time your mom or dad, or niece or nephew or friend comes to 

visit that you would not offer some corn bread, sweet potato pie, greens and some rolls? No, it does 

not mean that. It however, means that we must seek first the most important thing. In your 

relationship with your children, you work many hours to put food on the table and to pay the bills. 

Remember that as a man you are the priest of the family. You need to lead your family in prayer and 

service to God. Your family’s relationship with God comes first.  
  
Dear brothers and sisters in this short story of God’s presence in a human family, we see a lot of food 

for thought.  We must note above all, that it is the Lord who first extended his hand of friendship and 

hospitality to us. He loved us into being and invited us to partake of his goodness. He gives his own 

flesh and blood to be our food and drink. The Psalmist captures this insight when it says,  
  

Your love, Lord, reaches to heaven; your truth to the skies. Your justice is like God’s 

mountain, your judgements like the deep. To both man and beast you give protection. O 

Lord, how precious is your love. My God, the sons of men find refuge in the shelter of your 

wings. They feast on the riches of your house; they drink from the stream of your delight. In 

you is the source of life and in your light we see the light (Psalm 36:6-10)  
  
The other aspect of the welcoming of the Lord into our homes is to remember that whatsoever we do 

to others we do unto the Lord. "Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me 

receives the one who sent me” (Matthew 10:40).Through the mouth of our first Holy Father the Lord 

says to us, “Above all, let your love for one another be intense, because love covers a multitude of 

sins. Be hospitable to one another without complaining” (1 Peter 4:8-9). 
 

How can you still exercise the sacred and sweet duty of Christian hospitality when you encounter 

some relatives who may seem bossy, difficult and obnoxious? It is to rise above the obstacles and 

challenges posed by such. Turn to the Lord in prayer embracing understanding and patience.  
 


