
5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, HOMILY BY FATHER FRANCIS 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

 

I invite you  to reflect with me on the theme, “The invitation of Jesus to you and me.” Our 

keynote verse  which  comes from the gospel acclamation is “Come after me and I will make you 

fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19). What is the content and the implication of this invitation? 

Last week, through the prophet Jeremiah, the Lord said to us, “Before I formed you in the womb 

I knew you, before you were conceived I dedicated you, a prophet to the nations appointed you” 

(Jeremiah 1:5).  This week the Word of God speaks about the call of Isaiah, the call of Paul, and 

the call of  Peter, James and John.  

Let’s briefly look at the three examples of these calls in our three readings today. In the call of 

Isaiah, the thrice holy God called Isaiah right inside the temple to be a prophet in the year 742 

BC. Isaiah heard the voice of the Lord saying, to him, "Whom shall I send?  Who will go for 

us?"(Isaiah 6:8). To which he wholeheartedly replied, "Here I am, send me!" (Isaiah 6:8). He 

carried out this mission till he died. He summoned his people to put their faith and trust in God 

(Isaiah 28:16). Isaiah was the one through whom the Lord gave the world the Emmanuel 

prophecy, “The Lord himself will give you a sign; the young woman, pregnant and about 
to bear a son, shall name him Emmanuel (Isaiah 7:14). It is was  also through Isaiah that 
the Lord said to his people. “Can a mother forget her infant, be without tenderness for 
the child of her womb? Even should she forget, I will never forget you” (Isaiah 49:15). 
Though Isaiah’s time  was tumultuous, he did not shrink back from the mission.  
 
Now, let us look at the example of the call of Paul. Most of us know well the story of the 

conversion of this great Apostle to the gentiles. His original name was Saul.  The Lord called 

him to be his missionary, while he was on his way to arrest and kill Christians. He fell from his 

horse and the rest was history. The Lord changed him from Saul to Paul. He turned from being a 

persecutor to an Apostle. Hence, Paul could say of himself, 

  
“I am the least of the apostles, not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church 

of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me has not been 

ineffective. Indeed, I have toiled harder than all of them; not I, however, but the grace of 

God that is with me(1 Corinthians 15: 9-10).  

 

The content of the message which Paul preached is that “Christ died for our sins in … that he 

was buried; that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures” (1 Corinthians 

15:3-4). Hence, he admonished us, “You were raised with Christ, seek what is above, where 

Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Think of what is above, not of what is on earth. For you 

have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God”(Colosians 3:1-3).  

 

On the call of   Simon Peter, James and John, according to St Luke, the Lord came to them at the 

sea shore in the morning after their fruitless all-night toil. They were fishermen. Our Lord 

requested them let him into their boat and they did. From that as a pulpit, the Lord preached the 

good news. This contrasted with the attitude of the unruly crowd in the synagogue, whose hearts 

were closed to the Lord we read about last Sunday. When the Lord finished preaching, he 

worked the miracle of the overwhelming catch of fish. Then,  he invited them, “Come after me, I 

will make you fishers of men.” These men left everything and followed the Lord. There was no 



ifs and buts. All three men became Apostles of the Lord and brought many souls to the Lord in 

their various challenging circumstances of life. Though Peter denied our Lord because of fear, he 

repented and three times he affirmed his love for the Lord (See John 21:15-17). As the head of 

the Apostle who confirms his brothers in the faith, he said, “Be calm and vigilant. Your 
opponent the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour 
(1 Peter 5:8). 
 

Now, how do these apply to us? Many things come to light in these calls. First and foremost, the 

initiative comes from the Lord. It is the Lord who calls. It is him who invites. Second, God calls 

you and me just as he called Jeremiah, Isaiah, Peter, James and John. The Word of God says this 

clearly, you are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of his own, so that you 

may announce the praises” of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light (1 

Peter 2:9).The ultimate purpose of the call is none other than to make men share in the 

communion between the Father and the Son in their Spirit of love ( CCC, 850). 

 

Nobody sends himself. The Lord is always the one who sends. You did not choose me, It is I 

who chose you to go and bear fruit that will last. In the life of Paul, one of the greatest 

evangelizers ever known, the primacy of the God’s initiative is clearly delineated: “Paul, an 

apostle sent, not by men or by any man, but by Jesus Christ and God his Father who raised him 

from the dead”( Gal.1:1). 

 The next point is that following the Lord requires detachment and leaving behind any and 

everything that can get in the way.  The Word of God illustrated how the first Apostles did this in 

these immortal lines, “When they brought their boats to the shore, they left everything and 

followed him”( Luke 5:11). The Lord spoke clearly of the singleness of purpose that should 

characterize his disciples in these words, “No one who sets a hand to the plow and looks to what 

was left behind is fit for the kingdom of God.”( Luke 9:62). 

 

What is the implication when the Lord said, henceforth, I make you fishers of men? This verse 

stems from the Old Testament in the context of bringing people out from their various places of 

exile and captivity to freedom and to oneness with the Lord. Through the prophet Jeremiah the 

Lord said, As the LORD lives, who brought the Israelites out of the land of the north and out of 

all the countries to which he had banished them.” I will bring them back to the land I gave their 

ancestors. Look!—oracle of the LORD—I will send many fishermen to catch them. (Jeremiah 

16:15-16). The imagery of fishing calls to mind the ancient of view of the sea as the abode of 

death.  

Finally, just as the Apostles let Jesus into their boats and miracles of great catch happened, in the 

same way, letting Jesus into our lives brings miracles and love beyond human mind. 

 
Union with Christ is indispensable in our missionary call: Christ, sent by the Father, is the 

source of the Church's whole apostolate"; thus the fruitfulness of apostolate for ordained 

ministers as well as for lay people clearly depends on their vital union with Christ. It then 

goes with saying that charity, drawn from the Eucharist above all, is always "as it were, the 

soul of the whole apostolate (CCC, 865).  

 

So dear brothers and sisters, hold on to Jesus. 


